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A month before Peter May killed

ary 25, Peter May drove his
three children to the seclud-
suburban street
he was going to

-2 the pre-dawn light of Janu-

ed Brisbane
where he knew

kill them.
- As the rented Fairlane came to 2
stop on the street in south-western

Ellen Grove, Lisa, 11, Andrew, 9,
and Natalie, T, probably were
asleep and May would have had
time to ready himself and the Win-
chester 30-30 rifle he had hidden
from the children’s view.

1t is understood the first to be
killed was’Andrew. Ellen Grove
residents phoned police at 3.50am

to report the first shot. They said it
was ke 1ondest of the shots that
mor ~olice believe May
mig’ 1 his son out of the
caL ie him one last time

The Oo::m_,-_sm,_.m Paula Doneman

Potter, in a fit of grief, penned the|
headstone he felt Peter May de-'
served: “Here lies 2 gutless, selfish
piece of filthy trash who killed six
of our family because they refused
to live with his violence. Rot in Hell
forever."”

There are those who would say
that is what May deserves because
during their 12 years together May
had subjected his wife and chil-
dren to a living hell. Systematic,
brutal physical and ﬂm%o:o”omwnﬁ
violence.

Helen Janet Potter, one of five
children raised by English immi-
grants Jim and Rita Potter in their
Inala home, was 16 when she met
apprentice printer Pero Max
Majstorovic at the Inala skating
rink. The young couple soon
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his family and himself, he visited the Men’s Rights Age
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domestic violence, after evi- The MRA, founded by Reg
dence_uncovered by The and Sue Price in 1994, is a farmni.
= En- ly law action group that helps
men facing the Family Court
tigation revealed ang lobbies for improved ser.
that: vices for male victims and
®* The MRA arranges for private berpetrators of domestie
investigators to track down violence. ;
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the protection of domestic vio- on Mr Lingard but did not St
lence orders. respond as to whether they MEN'S
°The MRA is involved in a net- attem
work of fundamentalist, right-
wing family law and pro-
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. vate investigator Mark Kelly
withim the organisation. '
E Lingard, in consultation’
with Attormey-Gen Denver
Beanland, 5: be intr ing
~new domestic violence legi
tion to prohibit the use of p
: vate investigators to track
down women and children hid-
ing in secret domestic violence
refuges.
The legislation will also se-
‘ cure greater protection of the
location of women’s shelters.
3 Police Commissioner Jim
< O’Sullivan and Mr Beanland
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supporters of the radical
League of Rights and extremist:
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have advocated the burying of
weapons to circumvent gun
laws.
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The controversial Men'’s Rights Agency (mra)
has been exposed in a sevan-month investigation by the Courier-
Mail. The investigation has revealed thal the MRA has arranged for
‘privat investigators to track down members” spauses hiding in
sacrat domestic vielence refuges and find restricted interfnation
about domestic vielence warkers. The investigation’ has also
revegled that the MRA fried 1o use o private investigator to spy on
Family Services Minister Kov Lingard to secure government funding,
ond is involved in ¢ network of exireme righl-wing organistinns

’ apam‘fmg throughout Queensland on on anti-feminist, pro-fomily,

and pro-gun egenda.

As a result of the investigalion, Family Services Ministcr Kev
lingard, in cona-ufluhcm with Atorney-Ganeral Denver Beanland,
will be introducing néw domestic violence legislation to prohibir the
use of private mvé'ulgulma to lrack down women and childran hid-
ing in secret domentic violence refuges. The legislation will also
secura grenter protection of tha lecation of women's shehers. Mr
Lingard soid the State Government ‘and Polica Commissioner Jim
O*Sullvan would examing tha Courier-Mail's evidance with a view
to priseculing MRA. organisers and any private investigetors wsed
1o huht.down wémen in shelters. Police Commissioner Jim
CrSullivan has sinca ordered o major invastigation by senior police
officers into the MRA.,

The Men'’s Rights Agency was set et up in 1994 to help right whal the
founders, Reg and Sue Price, saw as a bias iagains! men in the fam-
ily court. Tha MRA is o private company, with Reg and Suo Price
registered s the sole directors and shareholders. The agency offers
counselling and referral sarvices to men facing family court or |
domestic violence achion, or whose spomes have left, The Prices
hove claimed differing membership numbers, ranging from 900 fo
2000, Neither Reg nor Sue Price havé formal qualifications 1o
counsel, assist or work with men in the demestic violenca |nterven-
tion process. As a privolely funded érganisation, the MRA is
exempt from the domestia vielence minimum standards practice reg-
vlakions and public ar membership scrutiny of it's ucfgvmes

Reg and Sus Price believe that feminism has gone too far and that
men are now persanally and structurally disadvantaged in our soei-
ety. Sua Price, the public face of the organisation, has even stated
to o domestic violence warker that *wemen have always bean more
politically and econemically powerful than men.” They believe that
the family court and domestic violence iegislation is highly biased
agains! men. Thay cloim men are the victims of domestic violence
more than wamen. This claim has come from badly interpreting
select studies and fys in the face of an overwhelming body of evi-
dence saying men comprise only 3-10% of domestic violence vic-
tims, with a high proportion of theny in guy male relationships or at
tha hands of other male family mambers,

At MRA's first Brisbane meeting in April, the Prices’ distributed liter-
ahira written by League of Rights supporter and Irs Time aditor, Dan
McSweaney. McSweeney =vrote: "Biblically, women belong to o
family; they do not hove families. Therefore, it a woman leaves her
hushand she is leaving the family, if she takes the childran with her
she is stealing them from the Farmily.” At the same meeling, the
Prices’ blamed the high level of marriage breakdewn on womeny’

infidoliy.

Tha MRA has been found by the Courier-Mail to have links with
many other extrame right-wing orgonizctions and individuals. These
include the infomous League of Rights, the Right to Bear Arms
Association, the Firearms Qwners Associalion, Christians Speaking
Out, and the Christion Patriots. These organisations run on a strong
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pro-family, pro-gun agenda and believe in infernational

cies bexkad by the United Nations and the fem 16V
proé.r_i'wtq'_u “new world order” unc!m'- a world govemme

Sue Price told the Courier-Maiil's privata investigator, Mark Kelly,
that the MRA had not only identified the locations of a number of
seerel woman's shaliers, but had infermetion about the location of
thes private residences of domestic viclence workers and Family
Services Department stuff. Sue Price also admilted she had
obtained restrictad information on the employment of two mala
demastic viclence warkers hald by the Commonwaalth Deparhnent
of Employment, Education and Training.

Bomestic violance workers have complained to the Human Rights
Cormission after thay discovered Sve Price had revealed confiden-
tied commission documents detailing the Domestic Violence Resource
Conlre’s financial recards, Sue Price also conlracted Mark Kelly in
writing fo investigate o possible Family relationship betwesn the
chdirwoman of tha Domestic Viclence Rasource Centre and the cen-
fra’s accountant.

The MRA achisved the height of their audacity and stupidity by
attampfing o spy on the Family Services Minister Kev Lingord in an
attemp! 1o gather evidence for o smear campaign s pan of o
. vendetta against him for his Fesilure to fund them. Sua Price kild
Vinvestigator Mark Kelly she had tecsived « letter from the Coalifion
before the Mundingburra election promising the MRA thay would
ba “doing well” under a Cealilion government. She said
the lefter had not been.honoured and as part of an ini-
ficitive 1o become “more devious”, Iried fo confract Kelly
el # to conducl videa surveillance of Lingard in o bid to
i [lS] time astoblish he was having an affair with @ member of his
for men staff s0-¢ha “coutd compromise him in his decision-mak-

 ing situation.” Kelly advised both Sue and Reg Frice not.
to have a “to go ahead with the surveillance- -~ ' ’
couple of it .
Lingard has referied the mater to police and the Price’s -
thousand are now tinder invasfiggfion. Lingard soid the matter gic
yedars of ot irouble hifm P‘"m:, bui passed the matier 1o ¢
s police vee of the dopgers involved with apy group
be‘ng 'h"e seeking to receiva funding by rying to cl?mﬁ?.::i&e a
slaves. .. wminister. He/said he had never had a per-

g -
spnal relationship with the siffer-Xargeted by the MRA,
sonly a long-term working, relationship.

The Carier-Mails investigerfion ﬁa a long and tedious ene, as

most stic viglene workers jand exMRA clients wers too fearhl

of Heir safety to go on recard with information they had, even
__.aloiymausly. Reg and Sue Price are currantly profesling their inno-

= to anyora who will lisien but are obviously believed by few.

/Tha expose of MRA acfivifigs will hopafully pravani the many similar

men’s organisations acting in similarly. The Family Services depart-

we cnd exdended it o | con'tseeamy  /  ment has appointed o spacial investigator fo examine men’s suppart

n dnsaarkicadolnnes crts thet Lhlandw /e b lru-llm"-ﬂr?f:r Man 2 vainst Surunl Aatanl 1MASH) o
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A month before Peter May killed his family and himself, he visited !
The Courier-Mail’s Paula Doneman and Michael Ware

N the pre-dawn light of Janu-

ary 25, Peter May drove his

three children to the seclud-

ed Brisbane suburban street
where he knew he was going to
kill them.

As the rented Fairlane came to a
stop on the street in south-western
Ellen Grove, Lisa, 11, Andrew, 9,
and Natalie, 7, probably were
asleep and May would have had
time to ready himself and the Win-
chester 30-30 rifle he had hidden
from the children’s view.

It is understood the first to be
killed was Andrew. Ellen Grove
residents phoned police at 3.50am
to report the first shot. They said it
was the loudest of the shots that
morning and police believe May
might have taken his son out of the
car to interrogate him one last time
before shooting him.

Perhaps May was trying to learn
the exact address where his
estranged wife, Helen, and her par-
ents were living. They had taken
the children 10 weeks before so
Helen could escape the brutal and
near-penal existence of a 12-year
marriage. .

The thunderous sound of the
rifle — a large calibre weapon nor-
mally used for hunting wild pigs —
would have woken the girls. One
was shot dead and her blood
splattered the other. A final blast
and the other little girl died.

May's attempts to clean up the
carnage proved futile and he
concealed the bodies with a wool-
len blanket. He vomited on the
dashboard — the only outward
sign that he had pangs of con-
science over what he had done.

How he spent the next hour re-
mains unclear, but eventually he
drove to Helen May’s Hillcrest
home and parked the car on &

Potter, in a fit of grief, penned the|
headstone he felt Peter May de-
served: “Here lies a gutless, selfish
piece of filthy trash who killed six
of our family because they refused
to live with his violence. Rot in Hell
forever.”

There are those who would say
that is what May deserves because
during their 12 years together May
had subjected his wife and chil-
dren to a living hell. Systematic,
brutal physical and psychological
violence.

Helen Janet Potter, one of five
children raised by English immi-
grants Jim and Rita Potter in their
Inala home, was 16 when she met
apprentice printer Pero Max
Majstorovic at the Inala skating
rink. The young couple soon
moved in to the Jindalee home of
Nada Majstorovic, May's ailing
mother.

An unplanned pregnancy led to a
simple registry office marriage in
the spring of 1984.

May's father Dragan Majstorovic
bought the newlyweds their first
home in Pallert St — on a neat,
Middle Park estate in the city's
western suburbs. For the next 12
years, May's parents financially
helped the family through his
series of failed businesses and bad
debts from his chronic gambling.

Their income was derived from
two main sources: Nada and Dra-
gan’s generosity as their son
preyed on their emotional and
physical frailty, and May's never-
ending series of small-time scams,
rip-offs and deceptions.

Helen worked intermittently in
her husband’s struggling video
stores (relatives said May retained
a formidable video library includ-
ing violent and pornographic mov-
ies and tapes of TV murder and
crime shows) and at local cinemas.
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to report the v -

was the loudest of the shols vilas
morning and police believe May
might have taken his son out of the
car to interrogate him one last time
pefore shooting him.

Perhaps May was trying to learn
the exact address where his
estranged wife, ‘Helen, and her par-
ents were living. They had taken
the children 10 weeks before s0O
Helen could escape the brutal and
near-penal existence of a 12-year

age. i

The thunderous sound of the
rifle — & large calibre weapon nor-
mally used for hunting wild pigs —
would have woken the girls. one
was shot dead and her blood
splattered the other. A final blast
and the other little girl died.

May's attempts to clean up the
carnage proved futile and he
concealed the bodies with & wool-
len blanket. He vomited on the
dashbosrd — the only outward
sign that he had pangs of con-
science over what he had done.

How he spent the next hour re-
mains unclear, but eventually he
drove to Helen May's Hillcrest
home and parked the car on a
neighbour’s lawn. As he stalked
along the side of the house, Helen
and her parents, Jim and Ritp .
Potter, were awake in the lounge-
room. The children’s schoolbags
were laid out in anticipation of the
new school year.

May got into the house — police
would later find 8 flyscreen torn
from & bedroom window — and
strode up the hall. Helen and her
parents had no warning. May
rammed the rifle parrel in Rita's
mouth and fired. Jim, trying to pro-
tect Rita, was bludgeoned to the

floor.

May shot Rita a second time be-
fore pinning Jim with his foot and
shooting him in the head. His body
was found behind his wife’s, an
arm outstretched toward her.

N open sliding door, found
later by police, suggests Hel-
en tried to escape. May grab-

bed her and took her back to the
lounge.

He lowered the rifle and brought
it to rest on her forehead. The
point-blank shot left her face in-
tact. Finally, May turned the gun
on himself.

In a chilling irony, relatives later
were told of 29-year-old Helen's
final defiance — continuing to
breathe as May lay dead, momen-
tarily surviving her husband.

In the aftermath of what was
Australia’s worst family murder-
suicide, two questions stand out:
how did May obtain a weapon
despite having his firearm licence
automatically revoked when police
gerved 2 domestic violence order
on him; and how did he track down
those who had gone to such ex-
traordinary lengths to conceal
their whereabouts?

When relatives and friends bring
themselves to speak of the man be-
hind the Hillcrest killings, one epi-

ey eiitlc'e printer Feiv s
Majstorovic at the Inala skating

mother.

An unplanned pregnancy ledtoa
simple re office marriage in
the spring of 1984.

May’s father Dragan Majstorovic
pought the newlyweds their first
home in Pallert St — on a neat,
Middle Park estate in the city’s
western suburbs. For the next 12
years, May's parents financially
helped the family through his
series of failed businesses and bad
debts from his chronic gambling.

Their income was derived from
two main sources: Nada and Dra-
gan’s generosity as their son
preyed on their emotional and
physical frailty; and May's never-
ending series of small-time scams,
rip-offs and deceptions.

Helen worked intermittently in
her husbhand’s struggling video
stores (relatives said May retained
a formidable video library includ-
ing violent and pornographic mov-
jes and tapes of TV murder and
crime shows) and at jocal cinemas.
Both collected social security ben-
efits even while Helen was work-

' {ng, and May fed off the copcerns of
the Potter family.

IM and Rita paid up to $200 a
week rent to share a down-

stairs flat at the two-storey.

Middle Park home — outlaying
more than $60,000 over their nine-
year stay — while Helen’s younger
sister was drawn into one of May's
doomed business ventures and was
left to face his creditors in court.

Proceeds from 34-year-old May's
criminal enterprises, including in-
surance fraud, theft and 8 host of
other suspected illicit activities,
enabled him to have what police
say was more than $300,000 flowing
through various bank accounts
and investments.

According to relatives of both
families, Helen May was beaten
regularly. May's brutality also was
directed at the children. The

i Tun an
hide under her bed whenever her
father raised his voice. Although
she and sister Lisa were not im-
mune from May, his ferocity was
most often directed at the one he
hoped would grow to emulate him
— son Andrew.

Family members tell horror sto-
ries of the impossible demands
and expectations May placed on
the boy. Perceived failures were
punished with cruel beatings.

The children’s only sanctuary
was to run downstairs, as they of-
ten did, to the protection of their
65-year-old grandparents. In times
of crisis, or when their father's
mood took a telltale swing, the chil-
dren were said to curl up by Jim
and Rita's chairs and wait for
May's rage to subside.

Jim kept a baseball bat near his
bed but the Potters’ age prevented
them from interceding to deter

FAMILY horror .

contact with May and his wife, but

_. Peter May with the family '
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night.

The beatings resumed within
weeks, accompanied by threats
from May that if Helen ever left
again he would hunt down and kill

them all.

Finally, on November 16, 1995
Helen finally left. In driving rain, a
team of Helen's relatives had ar-
rived in & convoy of vehicles to car-
ryouta five-hour, military-style op-
eration to evacuate the family to

the secret Hillcrest location.

When May returned home in the
early hours of the next morning
from a gambling spree at Jupiters
on the Gold Coast, he

going - - - 1 go to Angela’s house
(her sister) and wait . .. I nearly go
crazy waiting. Finally at about 4pm
Mum rings and tells me Peter has
gone to the casino. I g0 straight
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contact with May and his wife, but
recalled that the intensely private
family appeared to be “ordinary
and unexceptional”. : )
In 1989, Helen’s brother con-

fronted May when he discovered

May had bashed his sister. Roger
warned if he ever heard of May
abusing Helen again, he would “be
straight around there with 2 base-
ball bat to see how you like it”. The
phone call so infuriated May that
he battered Helen mercilessly,
causing the family to flee for the
night.

& he beatings resumed within

weeks, accompanied by threats -

from May that if Helen ever left

again he would hunt down and kill -

them all.

Finally, on November 16, 1995
Helen finally left. In driving rain, 2
team of Helen's relatives had ar-
rived in a convoy of vehicles to car-
ry out a five-hour, military-style op-
eration to evacuate the family to
the secret Hillcrest location.

When May returned home in the
early hours of the next morning
from a gambling spree at Jupiters
Casino, on the Gold Coast, he
walked into an empty house.

Helen's diary records her fears:
«T go to work as normal but 'm not
going ... 1 go to Angela’s house
(her sister) and wait . . . I nearly go
crazy waiting. Finally at about 4pm
Mum rings and tells me Peter has
gone to the casino. I go straight
home, the things we need are
packed up and we leave. Everyone
is exhausted, but we’ve done it. Pe-

FAMILY horror ...~ Peter May with the family he slaughtered:

(o

wife’ Helen, and.chi

Here lies a gutless, selfish piece of
filthy trash who killed six of our family
because they refused to live with his
violence. Rot in Hell forever

ter doesn’t arrive home until lam.
He rings my sister Angela and

leaves a message on the answering’

machine.”

Helen selected the Watling St,
Hillerest, house because it had the
best security arrangements of any
that she had looked at in her
search three days before.

Two days later, police served an
interim domestic violence order on
May — naming all those who lived
at Middle Park and several of Hel-
en’s relatives — and confiscated
his .22 rifle. His gun licence was au-
tomatically revoked.

Over the next month, May start-
ed finalising his pending criminal
charges (instructing his solicitors
he would plead guilty to five out of
six fraud charges), hisestate which
he unexpectedly bequeathed to his
estranged sister, and re-establish-
ed tentative contact with Helen.

In what relatives and friends
have described as a turning point,
May visited the controversial

Men's Rights Agency, 8 family law
action group, on December 21,
spending a tearful four hours.
Police would later find an MRA
pamphlet — purporting to outline
the true measure of men’s treat-
ment in family law — with fluore-
scent highlights of points the agen-
cy considered pertinent to May's
situation.

The agency referred him to a
family law solicitor who eventually
arranged access tothe children, en-
abling May to take them to casinos
and hotels for a two-week spending
spree as a last ruse to win their af-
fection.

- May’'s telephone records show

that on the morning of January 8—
18 days after contacting the MRA
— he called two private investiga-
tors in a 30-minute period. The first
investigator said a man named
Peter, posing as the owner of a
landscaping business, approached
him to find a “former employee”
and some “bad debtors”. It is clear

ldren, from feft, Andrew, Lisa and Natalie.

m

now that the supposed employee
was his wife and the debtors were
her parents.

When a standard search of pub-
lic information databases proved
fruitless, May pressed the investi-
gator to gain access to Telstra and
SEQEB records. The investigator
refused, saying it would be unethi-
cal. This incensed May.

Speculation that May still did
not know his wife’s address on Jan-
uary 22 is fuelled by his attempt to
contact Helen at her Sunnybank
workplace the previous day.

Many family members believe he
only learnt of her whereabouts in
the next three days.

According to the Potter family,
the only people who were still in

contact with May, and who knew -

the location of the Hillcrest house,
were his best friend and his
friend’s partner, who had helped
Helen find the rental property. The
best friend was in regular contact
with May throughout the 10.weeks
before the killings.

The other mystery is where May
obtained the gun he used. Police
are investigating a range of possi-
bilities, the most likely of which is
that he got it through an innocent
third party or one of his many
criminal associates.

A coronial inquest is not expect-
ed for some time. Until then, more
questions than answers surround
the events at Hillerest on January
25.

More reports, Pages 22-24
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Several members of the network
and their organisations have been
under close serutiny by federal law
enforcement agenclies — including
the Austiralian Federal Police and
the Australian Security Intelli-
gence Organisation — after public
comments by some of them and
thetr assoclates advocating the

(.mﬂ.ﬁh.—i. .‘.Qﬁ ﬂﬂﬂw
" MRA co-ordinator Keith Shew
) xrum been linked to outspoken pro-

.gun lobbyist and Sunshine Coast
{gun dealer Bob Doring. Doring is
i the co-founder of the Right to Bear
{ Arms Association and the Firearms
; Owners Assoclatlon, and has pub-
{-ficly admitted links to militia’s op-
ferating on the north coast.

In 1987, when Shew formed a bul-
let-proof vest manufacturing com-
pany, Australian Ballisties Control
Systems, he conducted lve-fire
tests on the vests at Mr Doring’s
Mooloolah property.

At least two members of the net-
work have been questioned by law
enforcement agencles or have pub-
licly admitted their assoclation
with militia groups belleved to be
operating on the Sunshine Coast.

Bob Osmak, director of the radi-
cal Christians Spesaking Out news-
paper It's Time, was interviewed in
March by federal police about
whether an alleged terrorist group
calling ltsell the Christian Patriots
Society was a paramilitary wing of
his fundamentalist group.

This week, Osmak told The
Courler-Mail the federal police visit
to his property to question him
about the Christian Patriots was a
ruse to elicit information on the It’s
Time newspaper.

The Christian Patriots group has
warned it is conducting a guerrilla
campalgn to combat what 1t claims
is a conspiracy by peliticlans, bank-
ers and the judiciary to destroy Aus-
tralla’s sovereignty and the moral
fabric of soclety.

The group is suspected of van-
dalising a telecommunications line
south of Caloundra and has been
accused of sending hoax bombs to
two northern New South Wales
Natlonal Party politicians, Larry
Anthony and Ian Causley.

Continued Page 22
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Group’s
rightist
links

HE Men’s Rights Agency is
linked to a right-wing net-
work of pro-gun extremists
and Christian fundamentalists, in-
cluding those questioned by state
and federal police over suspected
terrorist activities.
The network is comprised of sev-
ral radical family law and men’s
ights action groups promoting a
‘pro-family, pro-gun” agenda.
It also includes members of
Sunshine Coast-based extremist

' gun lobby organisations — the

Right to Bear Arms Association and
the Firearm Owners Assoclation —
nd supporters of the infamous
e of Rights.
According to a key member of the
extremist network, the organisa-
tions involved, Including the MRA,
maintain regular contact by fax
and co-ordinate their activitieson a
number of issues.

Several members of the network
and their organisations have been
under close serutiny by federal law
enforcement agencies — including
the Australian Federal Pollice and
the Australian Security Intelli-
gence Organisation — after public
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A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION BY
PAULA DONEMAN and MICHAEL WARE

WA

Understanding stats

that don’t figure

By CHRISTINE JACKMAN

. EW people would deny that
men are the greatest victims

of much of the vielence in_

modern society.

The recently released National”
Crime Statistics for 1995 revealed
that the majority of murder victims
(58 percent) were male. Men also
comprised the majority of victims
of attempted murder (68 percent)
and assault (57.9 percent).

But men also Inflict most of that
violence. Figures released by the
Australian Institute of Criminology
last year show male perpetrators
are responsible for 91 percent of
homicides, 90 percent of assauits
and nearly all sexual assaults (with
men also the victims in 16 percent
of cases).

But what about at home? Again,
few would argue that men are nev-
er victims of domestic violence.
While It is a relatively recent fleld
of study in Australla, most studles
here consistently estimate men
comprise 3-5 percent of domestic vi-
olence victims (although, in the
United States, some widely accept-
ed studies put the figure between 5-
10 percent).

That does not necessarily mean
those men are beaten by their
wives. Some are assaulted by other
male family members; some are
gay men living In violent relation-
ships, although violence between
homosexual partners is probably
the least recognised form of
domestle violence.

Certainly, others are abused by
their wives or de facto partners.

But one of the greatest myths
currently being espoused by
extremist groups in the men’s
rights lobby is that there Is a silent
epidemle of “husband-bashing”,
which Is being dellberately ignored
by the domestic violence sector.

Statistics have become a vital
weapon In the armoury of such
men’s groups. The Men’s Rights
Agency frequently quotes statistics
taken from the Internet (which is
yet to be reco by academics
or other soclal or sclentific analysts
as a legitimate source for research).

Other commentaries frequently
cited by MRA and others are
authored by one man — John Coo-
chey, a Canberra-based economist
within the Department of Defence.

Mr Coochey has been extremely
vocal — and has received wide-
gpread publicity — in a campaign
against what he calls “widely exag-
gerated claims about violence
agalnst women”.

In doing so, he dismisses com-
monly accepted research from a
range of sources, including the Fed-
eral Government, academics, the
police, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics and the United Natlons,
in favour of a small selection of his |

Cmr:er M/(

S T A, %
cuses others of selective use and
abuse of statistics.

His most commonly quoted
source Is Behind Closed Doors, an

__American study conducted In 1980

by Straus, Gelles and Stelnmetz.
This study, and a range of others
which have since produced similar
results, use what is called the “Con-
flict Tactles Scale”, or CTS, or very
similar methodologies.

Under this regime, information
about how couples settled domestic
disagreements was gathered via
telephone surveys and collated ac-
cording to the CTS (which com-
prises a range of 18 acts, from dis-
cussing calmly or crying to throw-
ing something at one’s partner or
beating him/her).

Quoting this study, Coochey —
and subsequently groups like MRA
— argue domestic violence is “pret-
ty much gender neutral”. That is,
the study found one in three house-
holds would suffer from some de-
gree of domestic violence, but “in
half the cases the woman would be
the perpetrator”. .

But do these figures tell the
whole story? Closer inspection
reveals some significant methodo-
logical flaws In the use of the CTS
in these studies.

The first is that it fails to ade-
quately define or differentlate be-
tween acts of violence. For exam-
ple, kicking, hitting or irying to hit,
biting, beating up, choking, threat-
ening with a knife or firing a gun
are all categorised as “severe vio-
lence”. Thus, pushing back In self-
defence and pushing someone
down the stairs are considered
equally violent acts, as are a slap
which stings and a punch that
breaks ribs, or trying to hit back
when being held down or against a
wall.

Additionally, sexual assault —
rape in marriage, for example — is
not considered to be physical vio-
lence by the CTS, or those who ap-
ply it.

Finally, by focusing on physical
violence only, these studles com-
pletely fall to recognise the wider
context In which such acts often oc-
cur. Nor do they consider the vary-
ing cause-and-effect of such inci-
dents.

They fail to recognise that physi-

cal domestic violence is ofien rein-

forced by a range of other forms of
violence designed to control, ter-
rorise and disable other members
of the household.

But perhaps what Is saddest
about this “statistics warfare” —
and some women's lobby groups
have been equally guilty of
misquoting or misinterpreting re-
search studles, Including, ironical-
ly, Behind Closed Doors— Is that it
detraets from the fact that violence
is destructive In all its forms, re-
gardless of whether its victims are

own preferred studles Yet he ac- .—-maleor temale

- Amarrice
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Talk

T'S a hot evening in February as

the first meeting of the Men’s

Rights Agency for 1996 convenes
in the upstairs of the Southport
Bowls Club.

Members, both men and women,
are welcomed by co-founders Regi-
nald and Sue Price. Beers are avall-
able downstairs.

Sue Price opens the meeting say-
ing she felt the old year had “gone
out with a bang and the new year
had started with a great bloody
explosion”.

That ‘““bloody explosion’ was
Peter May gunning down his fami-
ly before killing himself at their
Hillcrest home only 11 days before.

The MRA had been accused of

triggering May’s decision to kill his
family by painting a negative pic-
ture of his future family life. An

MRA pamphlet, sections picked -

out with marker pen, was found
later in May’'s home by police.
Queensland domestic violence
groups said the MRA had “blood
on its hands”.

But Price told the Southport
meeting she found the allegations
that the MRA had provoked the
Hillcrest incident by convincing
May he would have little hope of
seeing his children after his wife
left him “quite shattering”.

I think the very action of access
organised for him disputes that
fact anyway,” she said. “I firmly
believe that Helen May, her chil-
dren and parents would still be
alive today if she had not been
advised to leave the house.

“There was no need for her to
leave the house at that stage. Peter
was facing a lot of problems and
the police raided his house the day
before she left, and he was up on
quite serious fraud charges and
looked like he was going to jail, and
that is the story of Peter May.”

She had earlier told The Courier-
Mail there was “rife” misuse of do-
mestic violence orders and some
applications were “nonsensical”.

“We'd like to know who advised
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EVERAL members of the
i network have espoused
claims of an international
onspiracy, backed by the United
ations and feminist movement,
promote a “new world order”
under a world government — a phi-
ﬁosophy promoted by the League of
Rights.
A former member of the MRA,
who cannot be identified for secur-
ity reasons, said when he visited
! the agency for assistance with a do-

*

{{ mestic violence problem, co-found-

Price “started to talk con-

er
! spiracy theory stuff”.
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cuses others of selective use and
abuse of statistics.

His most commonly quoted
source is Behind Closed Doors, an
Ameriean study conducted in 1980
by Straus, Gelles and Steinmeiz.
This study, and a range of others
which have since produced similar
results, use what Is called the “Con-
flct Tactics Scale”, or CTS, or very
similar methodologies,

Under this regime, Information
about how couples settled domestic
disagreements was gathered via
telephone surveys and collated ac-
cording to the CTS (which com-
prises a range of 18 acts, from dlis-
cussing calmly or crying to throws
Ing something at one’s partner or
beating him/her).

Quoting this study, Coochey —
and subsequently groups llke MRA
— argue domestic violence is “pret-
ty much gender neutral”. That is,
the study found one in three house-
holds would suffer from some de-
gree of domestic violence, but “in
half the cases the woman would be
the perpetrator”,

But do these figures tell the
whole story? Closer inspection
reveals some significant methodo-
logical flaws In the use of the CTS
in these studles.

The first Is that it falls to ade-
quately deflne or differentiate be-
tween acts of violence. For exam-
ple, kicking, hitting or trying to hit,
biting, beating up, choking, threat-
ening with a knife or firing a gun
are all categorised as “severe vio-
lence”. Thus, pushing back in self-
defence and pushing someone
down the stairs are considered
equally violent acts, as are a slap
which stings and a punch that
breaks ribs, or trying to hit back
when being held down or against a
wall.

Addltionally, sexual assault —
rape in marriage, for example — is
not considered to be physical vio-
lence by the CTS, or those who ap-
ply it.

Finally, by focusing on physical
violence only, these studles com-
pletely fail to the wider
context In which such acts often oc-
cur. Nor do they consider the Vary-
Ing cause-and-effect of such inci-
dents.

They fall to recognise that physi-
cal domestic violence Is often rein-
forced by a range of other forms of
violence designed to control, ter-
rorise and disable other members
of the household.

But perhaps what Is saddest
about this “statistlcs warfare” —
and some women'’s lobby groups
have been equally gullty of
misquoting or misinterpreting re-
search studles, including, {ronical-
lv, Behind €1~ < lgthad i
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the first meeting of the Men’s

Rights Agency for 1996 convenes
in the upstairs of the Southport
Bowls Club. .

Members, both men and women,
are welcomed by co-founders Regi-
nald and Sue Price. Beers are avail-
able downstairs.

Sue Price opens the meeting say-
ing she felt the old year had “gone
out with a bang and the new year
had started with a great bloody
explosion”.

That “bloody explosion’” was
Peter May gunning down his fami-
ly before killing himself at their
Hillcrest home only 11 days before.

The MRA had been accused of
triggering May’s decision to kill his
family by painting a negative pic-
ture of his future family life. An
MRA pampbhlet, sections picked
out with marker pen, was found
later in May’s home by police.
Queensland domestic violence
groups said the MRA had “blood
on its hands”. '

But Price told the Southport
meeting she found the allegations
that the MRA had provoked the
Hillerest incident by convincing
May he would have little hope of
seeing his children after his wife
left him “quite shattering”.

“I think the very action of access
organised for him disputes that
fact anyway,” she said. “I firmly
believe that Helen May, her chil-
dren and parents would still be
alive today if she had not been
advised to leave the house,

“There was no need for her to
leave the house at that stage. Peter
was facing a lot of problems and
the police raided his house the day
before she left, and he was up on
quite serious fraud charges and
looked like he was going to jail, and
that is the story of Peter May.”

She had earlier told The Courier-
Mail there was “rife” misuse of do-
mestic violence orders and some
applications were “nonsensical”.

“We'd like to know who advised-

I T'S a hot evening in February as

her (Helen) to leave. She shouldn't
have left,” she said. “She would
have had to face some abuse, eco-
nomic or so on, but she and her
children would still be alive.”

Friends are convinced that visit-
ing the Men’s Rights Agency
proved a catalyst for May, They
told The Courier-Mail in February
that there had been a “visible dif-
ference” in May's attitude and
behaviour towards his estranged
wife after he went to the agency.

“They pumped him full of statis-
tics, that’s what pushed him, the
statistics about him not seeing the
kids after two years,” they said,

May's best friend claimed the
MRA told May that allowing his
parents-in-law to live with him and
Helen had been the “biggest mis-
take”.

‘Everything was going to plan
(for May) until Men’s Rights. Even
the solicitor they provided said it
was hopeless,” one friend said, “Af-
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y EVERAL members of the
* network have espoused
. claims of an international
jonspiracy, backed by the United
ations and feminist movement,
promote a “new world order”
junder a world government — a phi-
Jloasoph_v,r promoted by the League of
Rights. L
. A former member of the MRA,
who cannot be identified for secur-
A ity res: o} o yiedt

i 'yenrs of being the slaves.”

{""He (Reg) said the Unite
j Nations was sponsoring the femin-

, 1 ist movement to take over and
> form a world government,” the for-
Nmer member said. '

Y

“He said the feminist movement
was a UN cover-up, that the UN

tions of power and it was time fa¥y
men to have a couple of thousand)

Wanted to have women in all posi-}'}
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NMRA: THE INSIDE STORY

a year ‘with a bang’

HELEN May

. a diary of
increasing
desperation to
escape the
violence.
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ter that he said even if she (Helen)
came back it was too late — he had
reached the point of no return.”

Sue Price said at the time there
was no justification for what May
had done, but it was the agency’s
responsibility to tell him the truth
about what he was facing.

“He was pretty depressed after
he saw us and saw the solicitor but
that’s pretty normal for most
men,” she said.

“Nothing he said alerted us to
what he was going to do, and we
would have told the authorities if
there was. A lot of men don't
realise how horrendous the Family
Law Act is and how much they're
going to lose, their children, their
families.

“But fortunately most men don’t
do what Peter May did.”

During the few hours May spent
at the MRA he tearfully recounted
coming home to find his house
empty of family and furniture.

Sue Price said May told them he
had not heard anything from his
family since their departure from
their Middle Park home five weeks
before. He apparently neglected to
tell the Prices that his mother-in-
law Rita Potter had brought the
children to see him for his birth-
day.

h};Iay said he feared something se-
rious had happened to the children
and no one, including police, would
give him information about their
whereabouts.

. He couldn’t quite under-
stand this at the time but we

explained to him that if the furni--

ture was gone, it seemed likely that
it was planned leaving, so we sent
him off to the solicitors,” she later
told the Southport meeting.

May spoke about his two-year
domestic violence order, which
had been granted by the Beenleigh
Magistrates Court three days
before he went to see the MRA. He
told the Prices he had run out of
options to locate his family.

He declined the agency’s offer of
a counsellor in favour of Relation-
ships Australia, where his wife was
receiving counselling. It is still not
known whether he used the MRA's
referral service to private investi-
gators.

The Prices booked an appoint-
ment for May to see a MRA-
referred solicitor the following
morning. Sue Price said the solici-
tor contacted Helen and, with her
permission, organised for May to
take the children on a two-week
holiday.

In an interview with The
Courier-Mail in February, Price
asked why May was given access if
he was so bad and Helen was so
scared.

Contemporaneous notes taken
by Roger Potter, Helen’'s older
brother, in the days following the
murders, raise questions about the
depth of involvement of the MRA
between May and Helen.

Roger Potter says his mother,
Rita, had told him Helen had betn
advised that allowing May acce:s
was in her “best interests”.

During a conversation with The
Courier-Mail's private investigator
in April, a MRA member said the
Prices had been the ones who had
“fought for him (May) to get access
to see his kids, you see, and as soon
as he did get access, he blew them
away”.

File notes from May’s solicitor
said May believed he and Helen
would not reconcile.

According to Price, speaking at
the Southport meeting, the Domes-
tic Violence Act did not work.
Hillcrest was adequate proof that a
piece of paper would not protect
someone from another who really
wanted to kill them, she said.

But Helen May had taken more’

precautions than a domestic vio-
lence order to safeguard her fami-
ly.

She resigned from her job, realis-
ing that that was an obvious place
for May to look for her. She sought
advice from a solicitor, went to the
Department of Social Security to
make new arrangements for the
payment of her benefit and found
alternative accommodation.

Her diary entry for Sunday, No-
vember 11 reveals the trauma she
was living: “I haven’t slept or eaten
for two days now. I decide to go to
police at Sunnybank Plaza. I tell
the officer everything. She gives
me a list of things I must do.”

Ian Smith, who is married to
May's sister, Helen, believes the
tragedy could have been avoided
had workers involved with the case
communicated with one another
and both families.

“If the MRA had spoken to
domestic violence workers and
vice versa, a fuller picture would
have been realised by people who
have helped. Fault lies on both
parts.”
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Literature written by avowed
League of Rightssupporter and It's
Time editor Dan McSweeney was
distributed at the MRA’s first Bris-
bane meeting at the Mt Gravatt

.iist movement -."‘i" howgrounds in April.

McSweeney wrote: “Biblically,
women belong to a family; they do
not have families. Therefore, if a
woman leaves her husband she is
leaving| the family. If she takes the
childreén with her she is stealing
*hem from the far ¢

w.Fam’™’

pay for non-involvement is for ‘Fod-
less men to rule over us.” s

Osmak said he was not a League
of Rights-supporter and did not
agree with theiranti-semitic views.
But he described théi as patriots
and said he respected several of its
members.

MRA co-founder Sue Price pub-
licly defended a Christians Speak-
ing Out member who was jailed by
the Family Court in January in a
well-publiciser nase involvmg 54

Inre

against Defence minister Robert
Ray to prevent the melting down of
100,000 defence force rifles and
machineguns.

He said the move was treasonous
and left Australia open to invasion.
His supporters in court included
Osmak, Lock Stock and Barrel
publisher Ron Owen and Doring.

* Another organisation at the Alba-
ny Creek seminar, the Famlly Law
Refr‘ = Perty, was froven bt
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' “Ithink L very action of access

- organised for him disputes that

. fact anyway,” she said. “I firmly
believe that Helen May, her chil-
dren and parents would still be
alive today if she had not been
advised to leave the house.

“There was no need for her to
leave the house at that stage. Peter
was facing a lot of problems and
the police raided his house the day
before she left, and he was up on
quite serious fraud charges and
looked like he was going to jail, and
that is the story of Peter May.”

She had earlier told The Courier-

Mail there was “rife” misuse of do-
mestic violence orders and some
applications were “nonsensical”.

“We'd like to know who advised:

Males network linke

From Page 21

@& EVERAL members of the
3 network have espoused

claims of an international
‘gonspiracy, backed by the United
Nations and feminist movement,
‘fo promote a “new world order”

. ﬂ.—b&mw a world government — a phi-
o

sophy promoted by the League of
Rights.
. A former member of the MRA,
who cannot be identified for secur-

| the agency for assistance with a do-
mestic violence problem, co-found-
er Price “started to talk con-

\inw reasons, said when he visited

.:Emu to have a couple of thousand

R e B i el B o

4+ are convinced that vi...
ing the Men's Rights Agency
proved a catalyst for May. They
told The Courier-Mail in February
that there had been a “visible dif-
ference” in May’s attitude and

behaviour towards his estranged -
wife after he went to the agency. -

“They pumped him full of statis-
tics, that's what pushed him, the
statistics about him not ‘seeing the
kids after two years,” they said.

May’s best friend claimed the
MRA told May that allowing his
parents-in-law to live with him and
Helen had been the “biggest mis-
take”.

‘Everything was going to plan
(for May) until Men's Rights. Even
the solicitor they provided said it
was hopeless,” one friend said. “Af-

\ ““He (Reg) said the Unite
M Nations was sponsoring the femin-
ist movement to take over and

«.,mxnonﬂ a world government,” the for-

mer member said.

was a UN cover-up, that the UN
wanted to have women in all posi-

\m “He said the feminist movement

| 'years of being the slaves.”

! Osmsk said thyGuvernmentem- ”.

ployed many femihists who had
“tremendous resources at their -
disposal to fight for the cause of
feminism which is anti-family and

e Al JUoWlMILaLIONL 101 V. sy
aad done, but it EEEm «ww.cboe.m
responsibility to tell him the truth
about what he was facing., |

“He was pretty depressed after
he saw us and saw the solicitor but
that’s pretty normal for most

- men,” she said.

“Nothing he said alerted us to
what he was going to do, and we
would have told the authorities if
there was. A lot of men don’t
realise how horrendous the Family
Law Act is and how much they're
going to lose, their children, their
families.

“But fortunately most men don'’t
do what Peter May did.”

During the few hours May spent
at the MRA he tearfully recounted
coming home to find his house
empty of family and furniture.

Literature written by avowed
League of Rights supporter and It's
Time editor Dan McSweeney was

\ distributed at the MRA’s first Bris-
y M&..m meeting at the Mt Gravatt
i

howgrounds in April.
McSweeney wrote: “Biblically,
women belong to a family; they do

tions of power and it was time for _“ an _.Eﬁwm”ﬂqwmnﬂww W.W.mmu.mnonmrw mw
! leaving the family. If she takes the

children with her she is stealing
them from the family.

. “The Family Court should be
supportive of family principles . ..
however, it never will while Chris-
tians remain passive and secluded

known whether b v..cu the MRA's
referral service to private investi.
gators.

The Prices booked an appoint-
ment for May to see a MRA-
referred solicitor the following
morning. Sue Price said the solici-
tor contacted Helen and, with her
permission, organised for May to
take the children on a two-week
holiday.

In an interview with The
Courier-Mail in February, Price
asked why May was given access if
he was so bad and Helen was so
scared.

Contemporaneous notes taken
by Roger Potter, Helen’s older
brother, in the days following the
murders, raise questions about the
depth of involvement of the MRA
between May and Helen.

f.
vuwuou.uon'mnco_qmnamunwwnoﬂ.w-
less men to rule over us.” A

Osmak said he was not a H&mmzw
of Rights-supporter and did no
agree with their anti-semitic views.
But he described them as patriots
and said he respected several of its
members.

MRA co-founder Sue Price pub-
licly defended a Christians Speak-
ing Out member who was jailed by
the Family Court in January in a
well-publicised case involving 54
breaches of child access orders
constituted by letters the man
wrote to his daughter.

The same man also sought an

TR AL UL wlitldl OBCUrILY Lo
make new arrangements for the
Payment of her benefit and found
alternative accommodation.

Her diary entry for Sunday, No-
vember 11 reveals the trauma she
was living: “I haven’t slept or eaten
for two days now. I decide to go to
police at Sunnybank Plaza. T tell
the officer everything. She gives
me a list of things I must do.”

Ian Smith, who is married to
May's sister, Helen, believes the
tragedy could have been avoided
had workers involved with the case
communicated with one another
and both families.

‘“If the MRA had spoken to
domestic violence workers and
vice versa, a fuller picture would
have been realised by people who
have helped. Fault lies on both
EWa

o im—_m far-Right groups

against Defence minister Robert
Ray to prevent the melting down of
100,000 defence force rifles and
machineguns.

He said the move was treasonous
and left Australia open to invasion,
His supporters in court included
Osmak, Lock Stock and Barrel
publisher Ron Owen and Doring.

Another organisation at the Alba-
ny Creek seminar, the Family Law
Reform Party, was founded by fam-
ily law activist Barry Weedon.

Labor MLA Henry Palaszczuk
told Parliament in 1988 that
Weedon was shonky, evil, unprin-

: w spiracy theory stuff”. anti-male”. in their own churches, the price we injunction in the Pederal Court cipled and dangerous.
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A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION BY
PAULA DONEMAN and MICHAEL WARE

Desperately
seeking
the victims

HE Men'’s Rights Agency
was set up in 1994 to help

right what the founders,"

Reg and Sue Price, saw as
a bias against men under family
law. -

But the range of tactics and prac-
tices it uses have been criticised as
endangering the safety of women
and children victims of domestic
violence.

The Courier-Mail’s seven-month
investigation has revealed the
MRA refers members — some of
whom have domestic violence or-
ders against them — to private in-
vestigators in a bid to locate their
estranged spouses.

And former MRA members have

divulged to The Courier-Mail that
the agency’s inflammatory and
fatalistic “counselling” — alleged
to have incited Peter May before
the Hillcrest killings — is common
practice in the organisation’s deal-
ings with perpetrators of domestic
folence.
MRA is a private company, with
g and Sue Price registered as the
sole directors and shareholders.
The agency offers counselling and
referral services to men facing
Family Court action, or whose
spouses have left. The Prices claim
the organisation has anywhere
from 900 to 2000 members nation-
wide.

Neither Reg nor Sue Price have
| any formal qualifications to coun-
' sel, assist or work with men in the
i domestic violence intervention
) process./As a privately funded or-

ganisdation, the MRA is exempt
| from the domestic violence mini-
| mum standards practice and pub-

lic scrutiny of its-activities.
Described by one formei~mem-
ber as ““doom merchants’’,

MRA's practice of informing di

traught men of the “evils” of the

Family Court,and espousing al-
TacenAlyr Aictnwtnd ctntictkine haco

o

an initial $150 fee, of which $100 is
promoted as giving “immediate ac-
cess” to family law specialists.

However, it has been alleged the
professional firms and practition-
ers rarely, if ever, receive any pay-
ment from the MRA. The special-
ists include family law solicitors,
psychologists, counsellors, ac-
countants and “worldwide” private
investigators.

MRA literature claims one of the
organisation’s aims is to “monitor
the performance of all ‘profession-
als’ to ensure an adequate standard
of service is provided, complying
with the interests of our mem-
bers”.

It also claims the MRA does not
receive any commissions from the
“professionals” to which members
are referred. “We preferred to re-
tain our independence and integri-
ty so that we could perform a moni-
toring and, in some cases, a critical
role.”

y S/

GRAEME Page . ..
warning.

The MRA is said to have an ex-
tensive network of sympathisers
and contacts in a number of gov-

f‘fépﬁf{\t“d’épmms\apd police

law or within an accepted code of
conduct of normal behaviour.”

The MRA's use of private investi-
gators has come under close scruti-
ny by police and Family Services
Minister Kev Lingard following
suspicions raised about the organi-
sation’'s involvement in Peter
May’s alleged use of private inves-
tigators to try to find his wife and
children.

Kelly rang Sue Price in early Feb-
fruary, informed her of his occupa-
tion and offered his services to the
lorganisation. She then invited him
ito attend the MRA'’s first meeting
ifor the year at Southport Bowls
iClub.

More than 10 members were sub-
{sequently referred to Kelly by the
MRA. At 3.02pm on March 29, Sue
Price telephoned Kelly on behalf of
a member and asked him: “Do you
have any contacts that would en-

ble us to locate someone in a
fuge?"”

Kelly said no and asked if the
man had a domestic violence order
against him. Sue Price told him
there was no order and the man
was not violent. She claimed the
man’s wife and daughter had left
the family after their son commit-
ted suicide.

“He just wants to talk with her.
Once he gets to see her he says that
he can calm her down,” she said.

Kelly said he would take the -

man’s details and. if “samething
pops up via general inquiries” he
would let them know.
en, in April, an MRA member
with a domestic violence order
t him called to ask Kelly to
track down his wife so he coul
erve court papers on her. Whe
he member asked if Kelly coul
ccess restricted Social Security
records Kelly told him he could
only use ‘“‘legal and discrete
GiEane”: bt ki
' Kelly asked why the domestic
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to attend the MiA’s first meeting
{for the year at Southport Bowls
Club.

More than 10 members were sub-
sequently referred to Kelly by the
MRA. At 3.02pm on March 29, Sue
Price telephoned Kelly on behalf of
a member and asked him: “Do you

ave any contacts that would en-
ble us to locate someone in a

Ewmﬂ-

Kelly said no and asked if the
man had a domestic violence order
against him. Sue Price told him
there was no order and the man
was not violent. She claimed the
man'’s wife and daughter had left
the family after their son commit-
ted suicide.

“He just wants to talk with her.
Once he gets to see her he says that
he can calm her down,” she said.

Kelly said he would take the -

man’s details and if “’samething
pops up via general inquirieg” he
would let them know.

Then, in April, an MRA me
with a domestic violence order
Pmﬁumn him called to ask Kelly
track down his wife so he coul
rve court papers on her. Whe
he member asked if Kelly coul
ccess restricted Social Security
records Kelly told him he could
only use ‘“legal and discrete
means'’.

Kelly asked why the domestie
violence order had been granted
and the member replied: “She got
one and extended it so I can’t see
my daughter — but that was the
domestic violence act — that I
loody smacked her in the head
jth an ashtray — not hard enough

)
“The T says I'm not allowed
to stalk her, riottotryand find out

iwhere she’s living. I am not al-

owed to know her address. Well
t’s a load of shit.” i
Kelly told the member he woild
have to have a letter of instruction
from the member’s solicitor, but
Kelly never made any inquiries.
Another MRA member rang on

April 24 seeking Kelly’s advice on

planting a listening device in his
house to record evidence of his |

./

wife’s assaults on him. He said he
wanted the bashings to stop.

Kelly said planting listening de-
vices, or “bugs”, was illegal, but he
advised the man he could simply
tape record the conversations.
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Lingard found himselfl a tar-

get of the Men’s Righis Agency
as part of a vendetta over lack of
official funding for the organisa-
tion.

The MRA iried to contract a pri-
vate Investigator to conduct video
surveillance of Lingard in a bid to
establish he was having an affair
with a member of his staff.

MRA co-founder Sue Price called
a private Investigator and asked
him to begin “afier-hours” surveil-

ﬂbg.ﬁ Services Minister Kev

|

\

 lance of the Minister and one of his
staff. .

The Courfer-Mall had placed the
private investigator Inside the or-
ganisation in February.

Lingard has referred the incident

police and Price Is now under in-
vestigation.

When told by The Courier-Mail of
he attempt to gather compromis-
ng material, Lingard sald the plioy
id not trouble him personally.
He said he passed the matter to
the police because of the dangers

\

VEST INTERESTS . . . Keith Shew tests his bulletproof vests. Picture: ABC TV,

Lingard surveillance target

4
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fnvolved with any group seeking to
recelve funding by trylng to com-
promise a minister.

He sald he had never had a per-

nal relationship with the staffer

argeted by Price, only a long-term
orking relationship.

“There is no relationship be-
tween (the adviser) and myself. She
is a lady who has worked for me for
a number of years and regardless of
any allegations that Is our relation-
ship and no more,” he said.

Continued Page 24

\

In a conversation with Sue Price
in May, Kelly asked her “how do
/ you handle it when these guys have
\ DVOs?".
|\ Sue Price said: “Usually we say
you’'ve just ‘blown it’, haven’t you?
Twoc know you have committed
( domestic violence. Now don't do it
again because if you do it will be a
criminal charge this time.”

She told Kelly her safeguard was

hat “if it's a domestic violence or-
der you can do it for his own safety,
you can give the address to the so-
licitor but don’t give him the ad-
dress. And whether the solicitor de-
cides to release where she is, is up
to him.”

Llewellyn safd the use-of private
inyestigators was dangerous ta the
women and children. N
" “The danger is ... some of these

/ organisations using private investi-

gators to track down women be-!

cause that is the most dangerous
time for the perpertrator of demes-
tic violence. It’s been demonstrat-
ed quite clearly throughout the
world that that’s when women'and
children are more likely to be
killed.” _

At an April 2. MRA recruitment

-

meeting at the Mt Gravatt
showgrounds — the first in Bris-
bane — during a conversation
about women leaving the family
home, Sue Price told Kelly: “I hate
the bitches th Ly O
4 & A advises its members to

.
.

orders against their spouses re-

gardless of whether the violence
* has been reciprocated by the wom-

en.
The former member, who said he
was both a victim and perpetrator
of domestic violence, felt if it
wasn't for Relationships Australia
he “would have done what Peter
May did". 3

Gpold Coast Domestic Violence
Resource Centre co-ordinator Bet-
ty Taylor said: “The harm that is
being done (to men) is that (the
/MRA) take an extreme view of

things and they are not trying to
\ walk the middle ground. \

where their anger is continually

fed and they are not challenged to
/wannmmm that violence then they
\will seek to act that out.

Y, “Anyone who has contact with

E/mz who have committed acts

AN

/
/

“When violent men are going to

b}

of / ..

T
"~

violence against their family,

z,/m..,
- their individual rights have to suc-

cumb to the rights of the farnily

be safe,” Taylor said. ;
-

The agency has m_\wb\umm:

accused of publiely—~“crucifying”

domestic viclence workers and or-

Pn.w.*

cross-register domestic dmommijgmmm.ﬁmoa in a bid to undermine

hat they describe as the “fernme-
azi"” conspiracy hijacking govern-
“ment funding and institutions.

Members of the legal fraternity
condemned the MRA for fuelling
men’s anger towards their spouses
and the courts, instilling unrealis-
tic expectations in their members
and hindering Family Court litiga-
tion. :

One family law specialist, senior
counsel Graeme Page, said the ad-
vice MRA gave to its members was
“downright mischief and very, very
harmful”. He said while the MRA,
and associated men’s groups, were
raising valid issues, the negative
impact of their inflammatory ad-
vice and the behaviour it spon-
sored was placing dangerous pres-
sures on women. Mr Page said it is
a “proliferation of the threat” of vi-
olence.
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Judges in the Suvr:
trict Courts ordered
chlatric counselling .. .
was heavily medicatéd during his
incarceration.

Shew atiracted national media
attention in February when he

launched legal action in the

nity Commission clting gender bias

Human Rights and Equal O_.ecnn.._.v

because of an alleged fallure by do-
mestlc viélence workers to assist
him as a victim of domestic vio-
ence. N
hew, who was unsuccessful in
ﬂ_u nﬁu—wmﬂ«g claimed his
wife had beaten him with a vacu-
um-cleaner pipe. He later offered to
take a Courier-Mall journalist to
the secret location of a women’s re-
fuge. Several refuges were placed
n a security alert asaresult. .-
\ A small, wiry figure, Keith Doug-
lax'Shew has often boeasted of fictl-
from being

1 ilitary exploits,-
Swounde
War to being a member of the elite
Speclal Air Service. The Royal Aus-
trallan Navy was believed to hav
dishonourably discharged Shew
early 1970s.

e
ad e mid-80s, Shew established
a bulle est-manufacturing

company, Australlan Ballistics
Control Systems, that failed be-
cause of his failure to obtain the
necessary weapons licence. The
licence was refused because of ear-
lier heroin and marijuana convic-
tions dating to the 1970s.

Shew turned to hts friend and
gun assoclate, Sunshine Coast gun
dealer and co-founder of the ex-
iremist Right to Bear Arms Assccl-
ation and Firearm Owners Associa-
tion, Bob Doring, te test his body
armour in 1987.

Television news footage shows an
unlicensed Shew firing rounds into
the jackets in a demonstration for
then Industry and technology min-
ister Peter McKechnle at Doring’s
Mooloolah property.

Former assoclates have sald
Shew has been seen burying signifi-
cant weapons caches over the past
10 years.

In aletier to The Sydney Morning
Herald newspaper, Sue Price said
of Shew’s criminal history: “Our ar-
dour was not dampened as Mr
Shew has never hidden his past
conviction and has always been
quite open and henest with us”.
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vestigator and asked
1 “after-hours” survell-

| 1ance of the Minister and one of his

staff. i

The Courier-Mail had placed the
private Investigator inside the or-
ganisation in February.

Lingard has referred the incident

police and Price is now under in-
vestigation.

When told by The Courler-Mall of
he attempt to gather compromis-
ng material, Lingard said the ploy

d not trouble him personally.
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\ He sald he passed the matter to

the police because of the dangers

VEST INTERESTS . . . Keith Shew tests his bulletproof vests. Picture: ABC TV.

igard surveillance target

i

involved with any group seeking to
recelve funding by trying to com-
promise a minister.
+ He said he had never had a per-
nal relationship with the staffer
ted by Price, only a long-term
orking relationship.

“There is no relationship be-
tween (the adviser) and myself. She
is 2 1ady who has worked for me for
a number of years and regardless of
any allegations that is our relation-
ship and no more,” he said.

Continued Page 24
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Zelly her safeguard was
a domestic violence or-
'do it for his own safety,
e the address to the so-
don’t give him the ad-
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\ has been reciprocated by the wom-

meeting at the Mt Gravatt
showgrounds — the first in Bris-
bane — during a conversation
about women leaving the family
home, Sue Price told Kelly: “I hate
the bitch : 1~
y CE advises its members to
cross-register domestic violen
orders against their spouses re-
gardless of whether the violence
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The former member, W

of domestic violence, felt if it

wasn't for Relationships Australia
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violence against their famim\
their individual rights have to suc-

cumb to the rights of the family to!

be safe,” Taylor said.
The agency has al een

bHely—*“cfucifying”
domestic violence workers and or-
ganisations in a bid to undermine
hat-they describe as. “fernme-
‘Nazi"” conspiracy hijacking govérn-
ment funding and institutions.

Members of the legal fraternity
condemned the MRA for fuelling
men's anger towards their spouses
and the courts, instilling unrealis-
tic expectations in their members

EN’S Rights Agency or-
M ganlser Keith Shew is a

convicted gun-runner and
drug trafficker with a history of
psychiatric Instability and links to
extremist members of the gun
lebby.

MRA co-founder Sue Price told
The Courler-Malil’s private investi-
gator that Shew, the agency’s nerth-
side convenor, would assume con-
trol of the organisation.in the event
of her or her husband’s absenc

Mackay-born Shew was jalled

ay 1992 for having received a sub-

chinegun, five pistols, SLR as-
{ sault rifle parts and ammunition

| stolen from Brisbane’s Enoggera

/

\

army barracks — the largest mill-
base in Australia.

At. least one of the stolen Simm
Browiting pistols has not-bten re-
covered.

Shew was also convicted in the
Brisbane Supreme Court of having
dealt substantial quantities of mar-
ijuana over a seven-year period
from his home and business.

He was sentenced to 3% years jail
for the weapons offences, and 18
months for the drug dealing, but
only served 5% months.

Judges in the Supreme and Dis-
trict Courts ordered extensive psy-
chiatric counselling for Shew, who .
was heavily medicatéd-during his
incarceration. s

Shew attracted national media
attentlon In February when he
launched legal action In the
Human Rights and Equal Opportu-
nity Commission citing gender blas
because of an alleged failure by do-
mestic vidlence workers to assist
him as a victim of domestic vlo-

\]Qgce. LN
hew, who was unsucéessfukin

/ is applica

claimed his
wife had beaten him with a vacu-
um-cleaner pipe. He later offered to
take a Courler-Malil journalist to
the secret location of a women’s re-
fuge. Several refuges were placed.
n a security alert asaresult. ./

e early 1970s.
¢ mid-80s, Shew estab

company, Australlan Ballistics
Control Systems, that falled be-
cause of his failure to obtain the
necessary weapons licence. The
licence was refused because of ear-
lier heroin and marijuana convic-
, tlons dating to the 1970s- .
Shew turned to ms friend and
gun associate, Sunshine Coast gun
dealer and co-founder of the ex-
tremist Right to Bear Arms Assocl-
ation and Firearm Owners Assocla-
tion, Bob Doring, to test his body
armour in 1987,
Television news footage shows an
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“-an MRA-referred private investiga-

......... Vaafoieeh gy Veduwkd
g and Sue Price registered as the
sole directors and shareholders.
The agency offers counselling and
referral services to men facing
Family Court action, or whose
spouses have left. The Prices claim
the organisation has anywhere
from 900 to 2000 members nation-
wide.

Neither Reg nor Sue Price have
any formal qualifications to coun-
sel, assist or work with men in the
domestic violence intervention
process./As a privately funded or-
ganisdtion, the MRA is exempt
froni the domestic violence mini-
mum standards practice and pub-
lic scrutiny of its-aetivities.

Described by one formermem-
ber as ““doom merchants’’, the
MRA'’s practice of informing di
traught men of the “evils” of the
Family Court ,and espousing al-
legedly distorted statistics has
been widely condemned.

Dawn Llewellyn, co-ordinator of
the Domestic Violence Regional
Service at Ipswich, claimed a
fernale client was tracked down by

tor:

Sue Price alstvtold The Couriéer-
‘Mail's private investigator, Mark
Kelly, the organisation had identi-
fied the locations of & humber of
secret-women's-refuges-restricted
to police; courts, domestic viplence
workers.and Family.Services-De-
partment staff.

~But-she_said the MRA was “not
interested' in the shelters’ loca-
tions and “if they (women) want to
go and closet themselves away in
refuges that’s their problem, we
will work at it another way”’.

The organisation advertises each
week in The Courier-Mail and
holds irregular recruitment and in-
formation meetings in Brisbane
and the Gold Coast. Members pay

' GRAEME Page . . .
warning.

The MRA is said to have an ex-
tensive network of sympathisers
and contacts in a number of gov-

P ente_and police
and within the teg

oyment of two male domestic
olence workers held by the Com-
monwealth Department of Educa-
tion, Employment and Training.
One of the men has begun formal
proceedings to determine the
source of the information leak.
he Prices told Kelly y
personally tomntrk d-$10,000 and
taken out a $15,000 overdraft on
their Bethania home to fund the
organisation.

MRA literature declares its pri-
mary aim “is to fill the very obvi-
ous void that exists in the assist-
ance provided for men experienc-
ing all forms of discrimination,

with particular emphasis given to.

the Family Law arena”.
“We stress that we are not a radi-

cal group and we never suggest any .

action that may not be within the

against him. Sue Price told him

there was no order and the man AMILY Services
was not violent. She claimed the Lingard found }
man's wife and daughter had left get of the Men’s |

the family after their son commit-
ted suicide.

“He just wants to talk with her.
Once he gets to see her he says that
he can calm her down,” she said.

Kelly said he would take the -
man’s details and if “samething
pops up via general inquiries” he
wouydd let them know.

Then, in April, an MRA me T
wjth a domestic violence order
against him called to ask Kelly Yo
track down his wife so he coul
gerve court papers on her. Whe
he member asked if Kelly could\
access restricted Social Security
records Kelly told him he could
only use ‘‘legal and discrete
means”, { DVOs?”.

Kelly asked why the domestic | Sue Price said: *
violence order had been granted )you’ve just ‘blown .

as part of a vendetta
offictal funding for ¢
tion.

The MRA tried &
vate Investigator t.
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with a member of his
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In a conversation w
in May, Kelly asked
you handle it when :

and the member replied: “She got You know you hsa
one and extended it so I can't see domestic violence. :
| my daughter — but that was the 'again because if you
domestic violence act — that I criminal charge this .
bloody smacked her in the head - She told Kelly her s
wWith an ashtray — not hard enough hat “if it's a domesti
g der you can do it for hi
you can give the addr
licitor but don't give
dress. And whether th
cides to release where
to him.”

\to stalk her, niot-totryand find out
where she’s living. I am not al-
lowed to know her address. Well
t's a'load of shit.”

Kelly told the member he would Llewellynsatd the
have to have a letter of instruction inyestigators was d:
from the member’s solicitor, but omen and childre:
Kelly never made any inquiries. £ “The danger is . .

Another MRA member rang on ./ organisationsusing

gators to track dow.
cause that is the mos
time for the perpertra
tic violence. It's been
ed quite clearly thrc

April 24 seeking Kelly’s advice on
planting a listening device in his
house to record evidence of his
wife’s assaults on him. He said he
wanted the bashings to stop.

Kelly said planting listening de- 1  world that that’s wher
vices, or “bugs”, was illegal, but he % children are more |
advised the man he could simply “killed.”
tape record the conversations. “MA{ an April 2.MRA

The figures behind the f

EG and Sue Price see them-.

selves as the classic victims

of family law — a husband
stripped of his assets by his first
wife and a second wife struggling to
pick up the pieces. '

But through their work with the
Men’s Rights Agency — thelr own
privately funded and self-run ven-
detta against the inherent “bias”
they see punishing men in the fami-
ly law — they have made their
mark.

Reg, 63, and Sue, 51, have been la-
belled by their critics as misogyn-
ist, destructive, unprofessional and
conspiratorial.

The Prices respond by attacking
thelr detractors as “femme-Nazis”
or ant{-men. The Prices say they are
tackling a void in the family law
where the rights of men seem to
evaporate. ,

The MRA's public profile Is domi-
nated by Sue Price. Sue, originally
from Liverpool, England, is consid-
ered 10 be something of a media

opportunist — regularly featuring
on talkback radio and in letters-to-
the-editor sections around Austra-
lia, as well as generating an endless
stream of self-promoting press re-
leases,

In public, Reg takes a more pas-

sive role. Even at their home cum-

office, Reg often answers the phone
but usually hands inquiries on to
his wife. But at MRA meetings he
and Sue present a united front, ad-
dressing the gatherings and em-
powering their members.

In their lterature, Reg and Sue
trace their motivation back to thelr
personal experlence with the fami-
ly law and Family Court systems.
They say they have seen the face of
the system’s patent bias against
men and are now battling to heed
the call of the thousands of men
who would otherwise go unheard.

It is not known how Melbourne-
born Reg and Liverpool-born Sue
met and when they married. Sue
proudly proclatms herself to be a

REG :
Price
family
syster
again:

“second wife”, a_forgotten class of
women who she saysjoin with their
husbhands knowing they will share
the onerous financial burdens of
the previous divorce.

So potent is Sue’s disc
first wives and the co
she believes strip men «
fhoods and their child
she told private inve
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there was no order and the man
was not violent. She claimed the
man’s wife and daughter had left
the family after their son commit-
ted suicide.

““He just wants to talk with her.
Once he gets to see her he says that
he can calm her down,” she said.

Kelly said he would take the -

man’s details_and-if “samething
pops up via general inquirles” he
wouyld4et them know.

Then, in April, an MRA me
wjth a domestic violence order
against him called to ask Kelly Yo
track down his wife so he coul
erve court papers on her. Whe
he member asked if Kelly coul

=

records Kelly told him he could
only use ‘‘legal and discrete
means'.

Kelly asked why the domestie
violence order had been granted
and the member replied: “She got
one and extended it so I can't see
| my daughter — but that was the
domestic violence act — that I
loody smacked her in the head
th an ashtray — not hard enough

T says I'm not allowed
to stalk her, not-to-tryand find out
where she’s living. I am not al-
owed to know her address. Well
t's a'load of shit.” !
Kelly told the member he would
have to have a letter of instruction
from the member’s solicitor, but
Kelly never made any inquiries.
Another MRA member rang on

April 24 seeking Kelly’s advice on
planting a listening device in his -
house to record evidence of his |
wife’s assaults on him. He said he |

wanted the bashings to stop.

Kelly said planting listening de- -'\

vices, or “bugs”, was illegal, but he

% children are more like
advised the man he could simply \killed.”

tape record the conversations.

cess restricted Social Security

Lingard found himself a tar-

get of the Men's Rights Agency
as part of a vendetta over lack of
official funding for the organisa-
tion.

The MRA tried to contract a pri-
vate investigator to conduct video
survelllance of Lingard in a bid to
establish he was having an affair
with a member of his staff.

[ MRA co-founder Sue Price called

F&MILY Services Minister Kev

a private investigator and asked
,him to begin “after-hours” survell-

' lance of the Minister and one of his
¥ staff.-

The Courler-Mail had placed the
private investigator inside the or-
ganisation in February.

- Lingard has referred the Incident
police and Price is now under in-
‘vestigation.

When told by The Courier-Matil of
he attempt to gather compromis-
ng material, Lingard said the ploy

d not trouble him personally.

\ He said he passed the matter to
the police because of the dangers
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In a conversation with Sue Price
in May, Kelly asked her “how do
you handle it when these guys have

| DVOs?”.

Sue Price said: “Usually we say

| you’ve just ‘blown it’, haven’t you?

,You know you have committed

domestic violence. Now don’t do it

{ again because if you do it will be a
riminal charge this time.

She told Kelly her safeguard was

hat “if it's a domestic violence or-
der you can do it for his own safety,
you can give the address to the so-
licitor but don’t give him the ad-
dress. And whether the solicitor de-
cides to release where she is, is up
to him.”

Llewellynsuid the iise rivate
investigators was dangerous to the
women and children.

“The danger is ... some of these

 organisations using private investi-,
gators to track down women be-!

cause that is the most dangerous
time for the perpertrator of demes-
tic violence. It’s beeis demonstrat-
ed quite clearly throughout the
world that that's when women ‘and
to be

ruitment

SAt an April 2.MRA recru

meeting at the Mt Gravatt
showgrounds — the first in Bris-
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about women leaving the family
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system biased
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So potent is Sue’s discontent with
first wives and the courts — who
she belleves strip men of thelr livel-
fhoods and their children — that
she told private investigator Mark

en. -
The former member; Who said hie Meml
was both a victim and perpetrator ~ conden
of domestic violence, felt if it Mensa
wasn't for Relationships Australia  2nd the
he “would have done what Peter  iC €XPpe
May did". < and hin
Gold Coast Domestic Violence  tion-
Resource Centre co-ordinator Bet- One
ty Taylor said: “The harm that is  couns
being done (to men) is that (the vice ?
/MRA) take an extreme view of “dow
{ things and they are not trying to harm
| walk the middle ground. and as
“When violent men are going to || raising
where their anger is continually ' impact
fed and they are not challenged to vice an
address that violence then they sored w
will seek to act that out. | sures or
\ “Anyone who has contact with ;/ a “proli
men who have committed acts of / olence.
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leave.” forme:
Reg and Sue say men are dying at up one ¢
thelr own hands because of the tor- of Feder
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The Courler-Mail had placed the
private investigator inside the or-
ganisation in February.

- Lingard has referred the incldent
police and Price is now under in-
'vestigation.

‘When told by The Courler-Mafil of
he attempt to gather compromis-
ng material, Lingard said the ploy
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promise a minister. wife had beaten him with a vacu-,
¢+ He said he had never had a per- um-cleaner pipe. He later offered to !
nal relationship with the staffer take a Courler-Mall journalist to \

rgeted by Price, only a long-t i the secret location of a women’s re- -
off_-mg ,ﬁau.msl:’,p,y e \ fuge. Several refuges were placed.

“There is no relationship be- n a security alert asaresult. .~
tween (the adviser) and myself. She A small, wiry figure, Keith Doug-
is a lady who has worked for me for lax Shew has often boasted.of fiet-
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Kelly: “I hate the bitches that
leave.”

Reg and Sue say men are dying at
their own hands because of the tor-
ments forced upon them by the
courts, and that a lack of access to
children is the greatest trigger for
male suicide.

According to one former MRA
member he counselled, Reg claims
to have lost access to his children
and his family home. He now ad-
vises other men of the futility of
thelr struggle with the courts.

The former member said that

REG and Sue when he visited the Prices’
Price. .. Bethania home, Reg made him a
tamily law coffeeand “startéd to talk conspira-
system biased cy-stuff”, e
against men. + “He sald the feminist movement
‘was a cover-up, that the United Na-
/ tions wanted to have women in all
Sue’s discontent with f positions of power and it was time
id the courts — who for men to have a couple of thou-

trip men of thelr livel- k
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ite investigator Mark

sand years of being the slaves,” he |
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wviolence against their rnmily,}e\
their individual rights have to suc-
,"/
algo-Been
cifying”
domestic violence workers and or-
ganisations in a bid to undermine

hat they describe as the “femme-
azi" conspiracy hijacking govern-

be safe,” Taylor said.
The agency has

~~ment funding and institutions.

Members of the legal fraternity
condemned the MRA for fuelling
men's anger towards their spouses
and the courts, instilling unrealis-
tic expectations in their members
and hindering Family Court litiga-
tion. :

One family law specialist, senior
counsel Graeme Page, said the ad-
vice MRA gave to its members was
“downright mischief and very, very
harmful”. He said while the MRA,
and associated men’s groups, were
raising valid issues, the negative
impact of their inflammatory ad-
vice and the behaviour it spon-
sored was placing dangerous pres-
sures on women. Mr Page said it is
a “proliferation of the threat” of vi-
olence.

cumb to the rights.of the family to!

Special Alr Service. The Royal Aus-
trallan Navy was belleved to hav
dishonourably discharged Shew
e early 1970s.

e mid-80s, Shew estab
a bulle
company, Australian Ballistics
Control Systems, that failed be-
cause of his fallure to obtain the
necessary weapons licence. The
licence was refused because of ear-
ler heroin and marijuana convic-
tions dating to the 1970s. .

Shew turned to his friend and
gun associate, Sunshine Coast gun
dealer and co-founder of the ex-
tremist Right to Bear Arms Assocl-
ation and Firearm Owners Associa-
tion, Bob Doring, to test his body
armour in 1987.

Television news footage shows an
unlicensed Shew firing rounds Into
the jackets in a demonstration for
then industry and technology min-
ister Peter McKechnie at Doring’s
Mooloolah property.

.Former associates have sald
Shew has been seen burying signifi-
cant weapons caches over the past
10 years. .

In a letter to The Sydney Morning
Herald newspaper, Sue Price sald
of Shew’s criminal history: “Our ar-
dour was not dampened as Mr
Shew has never hidden his past
conviction and has always been
quite open and honest with us”.

fa_ggi\lﬂaw

don’t start proceedings (against h'lh-\'
up one day and find three carloads
of Federal Police at your front door

Men who who have turned to Sue/
for advice speak of her kindly man-
these men who find themselves
abandoned, Sue is the sympathetic
concerns and eager to take their
side.
and with families ruptured by do-
mestic violence, openly concede
Men’s issues need to be addressed.
Tt 1s clearly time for policy-makers
facing.

Reg and Sue’s background can

former wife) soon then you'll wake:
andg they'll take your son away.” }
ner and her maternal nature.-To
ear — ready to listen, warm to their
Many who work in family law,
the MRA has a valid point to make.
to re-evaluate the stresses men are
only be traced through the informa-

| tion they provide in their literature
. — all efforts to explore their past

proved fruitless. Neither appears
on any electoral roll, despite their

avowed political concerns, and
their own public account of their
lives seems scant.

In Melbourne, they shared sever-
al furniture design and renovation
businesses registered with the Vie-
torian Business Names Registry
until 1989. The following year, they
moved to Queensiand and bought
their Bethania home, near Been-
leigh, for just over $75,000.

The Australian Securities Com-
mission records show the Men’s
Rights Agency was registered as a
limited shelf company on March 15,
1994, and the programme of male
backlash began. Reg was 61 years
old and Sue was 49.

“Sue Is Reg’s second wife and Reg
has three chldren from his first
marriage. Reg came away from the
first relationship with very little as-
set value. His first wife gained the
majority of the assets from two
properties and a business, then lat-
er on three-quarters of a third prop-
erty,” one of their pamphlets says.
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.an MRA-referred private investiga-

Neither Reg nor Sue Price have
any formal qualifications to coun-
sel, assist or work with men in the
domestic violence intervention
process./As a privately funded or-
ganisdtion, the MRA is exempt
from the domestic violence mini-
muim standards practice and pub-
lie scrutiny of its activities.

Described by one former mem-
ber as “doom merchants”, the
MRA's practice of informing did~
traught men of the
Family Court ,and espousing al-
Jegedly distorted statistics has
been widely condemned.

Dawn Llewellyn, co-ordinator of
the Domestic Violence Regional
Service at Ipswich, claimed a
female client was tracked down by

tor——o )

Sue Price also told The Courier-
‘Mail's private investigator, Mark
Keily, the organisation hac identi-
fied the locations of a number of
secret ‘women'’s refuges restricted
to police; courts, domestic violence
workers and Family Services De-
partment staff.

~PBut.she_said the MRA was ‘“‘not
interested” in the shelters' loca-
tions and “if they (women) want to
go and closet themselves away in
refuges that's their problem, we
will work at it another way”.

The organisation advertises each
week in The Courier-Mail and
holds irregular recruitment and in-
formation meetings in Brisbane
and the Gold Coast. Members pay

selves as the classic victims

of family law — a husband
stripped of his assets by his first
wife and a second wife struggling to
pick up the pleces.

But through their work with the
Men’s Rights Agency — their own
privately funded and self-run ven-
detta against the inherent “bias”
they see punishing men in the fami-
ly law — they have made thelr
mark.

Reg, 63, and Sue, 51, have been la-
belled by thelr critics as misogyn-
is\, destructive, unprofessional and
conspiratorial.

The Prices respond by attack!r

that dotrantare ac “fomme.}!

mmm and Sue Price see them-
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The MRA is said to have an ex-
tensive network of sympathisers

“evils” of the ™. and contacts in a number of gov-
S ernms

and police
and
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tions*and within the
ical communities.

ue Price admitted to a private
investigator she had o.cnﬁchWf

.styicted information on the em-
of two male domestic \!

yment
dolence workers held by the Com-
monwealth Department of Educa-
tion, Employment and Training.
One of the men has begun formal
proceedings to determine the
source of the information leak.
e Prices told Kelly
personally tontribu
taken out a $15,000 overdraft on
their Bethania home to fund the
organisation.

MRA literature declares its pri-
mary aim “is to fill the very obvi-
ous void that exists in the assist-
ance provided for men experienc-
ing all forms of discrimination,
with particular emphasis given to.
the Family Law arena”.

“We stress that we are not a radi-
cal group and we never suggestany |
action that may not be within the:

e figures behind the fight

opportunist — regularly featuring
on talkback radio and In letiers-to-
the-editor sections around Austra-
lia, as well as generating an endless
stream of self-promoting press re-
leases.

In public, Reg takes a more pas-
sive role. Even at thelr home cum-
office, Reg often answers the phone
but usually hands inquirles on to
his wife. But at MRA meetings he
and Sue present a united front, ad-
dressing the gatherings and em-
powering their members.

In their literature, Reg and Sue
trace their motivation back to their
personal experience with the fami-

~- and Family Court systems.
1.~ have seen the face of

man’s details and if *
pops up via general inguir
would let them know.
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cecess restricted Social Security
records Kelly told him he could
only use ‘“‘legal and discrete
means’.

Kelly asked why the domestie
violence order had been granted
and the member replied: “She got
one and extended it so I can’t see
my daughter — but that was the
domestic violence act — that 1
loody smacked her in the head
th an ashtray — not hard enough
(laughs).

“The order says I'm not allowed
to stalk her, notto-try and find out
where she’s living. I am not al-
lowed to know her address. Well /

In a conversation with Sue Price

. in May, Kelly asked her “how do

\ vou handle it when these guys have
| DVOs?".

Sue Price said: “Usually we say
you've just ‘blown it’, haven't you?
You know you have committed

{ domestic violence. Now don’t doit
! again because if you do it will bea
criminal charge this time.”

She told Kelly her safeguard was

hat “if it's a domestic violence or-
der you can do it for hisown safety,
you can give the address to the so-
licitor but don’t give him the ad-

cides to release where she is, isup

t's a load of shit.” . to him.”

Kelly told the member he wol 1d Llewellyn safd the use of private
have to have a letter of instruction investigators was dangerous the
from the member’s solicitor, but women and children.

“The danger is ... some of th
- organisations using private investi

gators to track down women be-!
cause that is the most dangerous'
time for the perpertrator of demes:
tic violence. It's been demonstrat-
ed quite clearly throughout the
world that that’s when womexn and

to be

Kelly never made any inquiries.
Another MRA member rang on
April 24 seeking Kelly's advice on
planting a listening device in his -
house to record evidence of his |
wife's assaults on him. He said he !
wanted the bashings to stop. i

Kelly said planting listening de- ¢
vices, or “bugs”, was illegal, but he \ children are more like
advised the man he could simply killed.”

tape record the conversations. recruitment
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“When violent men are going to
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Kelly: “I hate the bitches that
feave.”

Reg and Sue say men are dying at
thelr own hands because of the tor-
ments forced upon them by the
courts, and that a lack of access to
children is the greatest trigger for

.male suicide.

According to one former MRA
member he counselled, Reg claims
to have lost access to his children
and his family home. He now -
vises other men of the futiiiiy
thelr struggle with the courts.

The former member s
when he visited t*
Bethania home, Res
coffeeand “startéd to
cy-stuff”.
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The Courier-Mail requested an interview with the Men’s Rights Agency to
respond to the issues raised in this series of articles, but the offer was
declined. At the MRA'’s request, The Courier-Mail submitted a series of
questions to which the Prices have provided written answers. Their
answers arrived late last night, after the usual deadline for the Monitor
section, which meant their response to our questions could not be
presented more prominently in these articles.

USE OF PRIVATE
INVESTIGATORS:

1(a): Has the MRA engaged or
attempted to engage a private in-
vestigator or private investiga-
tors to collect information on the
activities of the Family Services
Minister Mr Kev Lingard?

A: The MRA did not engage a pri-
vate investigator. .
1(b): If yes, what information
was obtained?

A: Not applicable.

2(a): Has the MRA engaged or at-
tempted to engage a private in-
vestigator or private investiga-
tors to collect information on the
activities of Betty Taylor,
chairperson of the Domestic Vio-
lence Council?

A: No.

2(b): If yes, what information
was obtained?

A: Not applicable.

3: Has the MRA ever encouraged
members to use private investi-
gators to find the location of the
members’ wives or partners de-
spite standing Domestic Vio-
lence Orders?

A: No. :

3(b): If yes, why was this encour-
agement given?

A: Not applicable.

MRA FINANCES: _

4(a): Has the MRA ever received
donations or other funding from
groups such as The League of
Rights, The Sporting Shooters
Association, the Firearms Own-
ers Association, Christians
Speaking Out and the Right To
Bear Arms Association?

A: No.

4(b): If yes, how much?

A: Not applicable.

5(a): Has the MRA ever received
a letter from the state Liberal-
National Party Coalition promis-
ing or outlining funding arrange-
ments?

A: The MRA received a letter in-
dicating that a funding applica-
tion would be favourably consid-

ered. A coply of that letter has al-

ready been provided to your
iournalist, Alan Revell.

5(b): If yes, are you prepared to
produce this letter?
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A: Further copy of the letter is at-
tached.

6: How are membership fees
utilised or distributed?

A: Membership fees are utilised
in providing the services set out
in answer to Question 7.

7. What services does the MRA
provide in return for fees?

A: MRA provides a seven-day-a-
week, 24-hour-a-day contact ser-
vice for both telephone and per-
sonal inquiries; a freecall line for
such inquiries; referral to spe-
cialist family lawyers, counsel-
lors/psychologists, accountants,
financial advisers and private in-
vestigators who have agreed to
provide free consultations; pro-
vision of emergency accommo-
dation; employer liaison as re-
quired; regular meetings involy-
ing guest speakers spealking on a
wide variety of topics, such as
family law, domestic violence is-
sues, Child Support Agency mat-
ters, etc; reduced cost group
counselling sessions; regular
newsletter.

8: Does the MRA engage quali-
fied counsellors, psychologists,
solicitors and accountants to as-
sist members?

A: No.

9: Can you produce documentary
evidence of these engagements?

A: Not applicable.

10: Do your members report sat-
isfaction with these services?
A:Yes.

11: Can you provide documenta-
ry evidence that initial member-
ship fees are always utilised, as
advertised, to pay for these ser-
vices?

A: We don’t understand what
this question is meant to imply.
We have no other means of pro-
viding the services as listed

‘above other than through mem-

bership fees. We receive no gov-
ernment funding.

PETER MAY:

12: What advice did the MRA give
Peter May when he attended a
meeting on December 21, 1995?

A: MRA counselled Peter May as
follows: advice re custody, ac-
cess, child support matters, do-
mestic violence and property set-

tlement; recommendation that
he see a counsellor; referred him
to a solicitor.

13(a): Did the MRA give him any
written information?

. A:Yes.

13(b): If yes, are you prepared to
produce a copy of that written in-
formation?

A: Attached are copies of the
Men’s Rights brochure and a
copy of the Men’s Rights Aims
and Objectives which were pro-
vided to Mr May.

14: Did the MRA encourage Peter
May to find the whereabouts of
his wife and children?

A: We récommended that Mr
May speak with the police and
the domestic violence hotline
concerning the whereabouts of
his children and otherwise re-
ferred him to a solicitor.

15(a): In this regard, did the
MRA support Peter May in his
desire to gain access to his chil-
dren?.

A: Based on the information pro-
vided by Mr May, yes. .
15(b): If yes, in what way was this
support given?

.A: Refer above.

16: Did the MRA refer Peter May
to a private investigator to assist
him in finding his wife and fami-
ly?

A: No.

17: Did the MRA instruct May to
use a firm of solicitors to gain ac-

ry
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cess to his children? :Zl?:éi;
A: We did not “instruct” Mr May, 18(c):
but recommended that he see a She“;'
solicitor regarding access to his tric tre
children. 1’_‘; &
KEITH DOUGLAS SHEW: fé- wr
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tlement; recommendation that
he see a counsellor; referred him
to a solicitor.

13(a): Did the MRA give him any
written information?

A: Yes.

13(b): If yes, are you prepared to
produce a copy of that written in-
formation?

A: Attached are copies of the
Men's Rights brochure and a
copy of the Men’s Rights Aims
and Objectives which were pro-
vided to Mr May.

14: Did the MRA encourage Peter
May to find the whereabouts of
his wife and children?

A: We recommended that Mr
May speak with the police and
the domestic violence hotline
concerning the whereabouts of
his children and otherwise re-
ferred him to a solicitor.

15(a): In this regard, did the
MRA support Peter May in his
desire to gain access to his chil-
drer?

A: Based on the information pro-
vided by Mr May, yes.

15(b): If yes, in what way was this
support given?

.A: Refer above.
16: Did the MRA refer Peter May-

to a private investigator to assist
him in finding his wife and fami-
ly?

A: No.

17: Did the MRA instruct May to
use a firm of solicitors to gain ac-
cess to his children?

A: We did not “instruct” Mr May,
but recommended that he see a
solicitor regarding access to his
children.

KEITH DOUGLAS SHEW:

18(a): Is the MRA aware of the
true nature of Mr Shew’s crimi-
nal convictions?

A: Yes. We believe we are aware
of the nature of Mr Shew’s crimi-
nal convictions.

18(b): Is the MRA aware of Mr
Shew's long-term involvement in
the trafficking and use of illicit
drugs? . 2

A: No. We are only aware of a
conviction for personal use of
marijuana a number of years
ago, and are not aware of any

T

T

long-term involvement in the
trafficking of illicit drugs.

18(c): Is the MRA aware of Mr
Shew’'s court-ordered psychia-
tric treatment and medication?
A: No.

19: What is Mr Shew’s official po-
sition with the MRA? What is his
role and what functions does he
perform in the MRA?

A: Mr Shew is an area co-ordina-
tor for MRA. He is available to
speak to people in the first in-
stance and assist them in com-
pleting application forms and
then refer them to MRA.

Apart from a fee of $25 that
MRA pays for its area co-ordina-
tors in respect of each completed
application form, he acts on a
voluntary basis.

SHEW . .. an area co-ordinator for the MRA.

The fee is paid to assist co-ordi-
nators with their administration
costs and expenses.

20: How was Mr Shew recruited
to the MRA?

A: Mr Shew initially sought our
help as a client.

21: Does the MRA know of Mr
Shew’s involvement, past or
present, with Bob Doring?

A: Since the matter has been
raised by you, we have learnt that
Mr Shew had some involvement
with a Mr Bob Doring in 1989.
22: Was the MRA aware of these
issues at the time of commenc-

ing Mr Shew’'s association with
the MRA?

A: Apart from his criminal con-
viction, no.
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The fee is paid to assist co-ordi-
nators with their administration
costs and expenses.

20: How was Mr Shew recruited
to the MRA?

A: Mr Shew initially sought our
help as a client.

21: Does the MRA know of Mr
Shew’s involvement, past or
present, with Bob Doring?

A: Since the matter has been
raised by you, we have learnt that
Mr Shew had some involvement
with a Mr Bob Doring in 1989.

22: Was the MRA aware of these
issues at the time of commenc-
ing Mr Shew’s association with
the MRA? . - o

A: Apart from his criminal con-
viction, no.

i)

JIM and Rita Potter . . . forced to hand over $13,000.

Parents caught
in money rort

gated by Queensland police

for a number of criminal en-
deavours, primarily suspected
fraud and stolen property offences
and had also been referred to the
Australian Federal Police for possi-
ble tax rorts.

When police first raided his
home In 1995 and seized a mountain
of financial records, May had al-
ready been convicted for a minor
stealing offence. The documents re-
vealed in excess of $300,000 flowing
through the long-term unemployed
May’s accounts and “investments”.

May was subsequently charged
with six counts of fraud over a
finance company rip-off invelving a
Suzuki sedan bought from a major
car yard using forged pay receipts
from a phony landscaping firm.

Also involved in the scam were
May’s best friend and another man
— a known heroln dealer and
small-time criminal who was ques-
tloned over a botched rape and ab-
duction. The second man also told
police about other alleged offences
and hoaxes in which May was
involved. -

He also forced his wife, Helen, to
persuade her parents, Jim and Rita
Potter, to surrender their $13,000
retirement nest egg.

When his wife asked why he
needed the money, he replied: “Just
because I need it.”

A solicitor’s file showed May was
allegedly being blackmailed by the
second man Into paying his court
fines In return for his silence about

PETER May had been investi-

May’s involvement in other crimes.
The file stated the palr fell out
when May refused to pay a $45,000
extortion demand.

Nelghbours said cars would often
appear at May’s Middle Park home
and, after being worked on in the
yard, would then disappear — only
to be replaced a short time later
with another. Family members be-
lieve he and one of his friends were
illegally obtaining the cars, doing
them up and selling them. May sold
up to 12 cars in a year.

May’s sister Helen Smith saw the
fear he instilled In their father and
the way he opened the veins of the
old man’s financial reserve and
bled it dry.

When “Doug’” — the family’s
name for Dragan Majstorovic —
considered altering his will to
make his grandchildren sole bene-
flclaries, Helen says her brother
went ‘“berserk’ and threatened
Doug into a doleful capitulation the
morning he was to sign the papers.
So much so, that he signed over the
$150,000 house he had bought them
for $45,000. _

Their mother was even forced to
take legal action against May in an
attempt fo recover her $118,000 he
had tied up in the Forest Lake prop-
erty where he and Helen dreamed
of bullding a three-storey “man-
sion” with tennis courts, stables
and a seashell bath that yawned
open. | s
And Helen Smith sald several
years ago her hrother had openly
boasted about the success of a
$140,000 Insurance fraud.

"
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for $45,000. }

Their mother was even forced to
take legal action against May in an
attempt to recover her $118,000 he
had tled up in the Forest Lake prop-
erty where he and Helen dreamed
of bullding a three-storey “man-
slon” with tennis courts, stables
and a seashell bath that yawned
open,

And Helen Smith said several
years_ago her brother had openly
boasted about the success of a
$140,000 Insurance fraud.

Lingard target of surveillance plan

From Page 23

?Kelly she had received a let-
ter from the Coaslition before
February's Mundingburra election
promising the MRA they would be
“doing well” under a Coalition gov
ernment.

She said the letter had not been
honoured and, as part of an initia-
tive to become “more devious”, she
tried to contract Kelly to photo-
graph, tape record and video Lin-
gard and his staffer.

Price informed Kelly that she
wanted “proper proof” of the Min
ister's alleged illicit affair, whic
she claimed “could compromis
him in his decision-making situa
tion”.

“I think we need to get a little bit
.more devious in what we're doing,”
she said. “I think...if you've got to
become political then you've got to
become political.

“I'm serious about it Mark, I
want to know if you can do it ...
(and) what actually it’s going to
cost... ,

“I need things like that, this is
getting so frustrating what we’re

1WHQH told investigator Mark

trying to do and I'm not getting
through to any of them, either him
or her, and she’s (a member of
wﬂ‘p |1‘

Price told a February 6 MRA
meeting she had been advised by
some politicians to “lay low” and
let the furore surrounding the
Hillcrest killings “blow over”. She
then urged the meeting to support
the Coalition.

Mr Lingard this week said he had
never advised Price to “lay low”,
but confirmed that she had called
him about the Hillcrest killings at
his home on his morning “hotline”
— when he takes calls from any
member of the public with an issue
to discuss.

He said Price’s call was prompt-
ed by articles in The Courier-Mail
in February that raised concerns
about the MRA’s involvement with
Peter May.

He said the State Government

ad never had any intention of
funding the MRA because of a “per-
onal value judgment’ about

Price’s aggressive nature and the
fact that the agency was a private
organisation.

He said he was not surprised that

she had attempted to embarrass
him in this way.

“It doesn’t surprise me following
the type of phone calls that she
used to ring me about,” he said.
‘“‘She had direct access to me
(through his hotline) in which she
was very aggressive.

“I don’t think she was ever told
funding was not coming to her but
she was told they had not been allo-
cated funding.

“I don’t think there was ever any
doubt that I was going to shrink
away from my word.

“I'd be surprised if she ever,
thought that she could even use
that sort of activity to get funding.
This is an inappropriate means of

Kelly was invited to the Bethania
home of the Prices to discuss the

lobbying.” \.

investigation on August 8, and he
was asked to provide a quote.

He then advised both Sue and
Reg Price not to go ahead with the
surveillance.

During the conversation, Sue
Price said she had not thought how'
she would use any material ob-
tained, only that she would have tof
use it “wisely” to avoid any reper-
cussions.

|

LINGARD . . . called police.
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- Police will

probe MRA

spy claims

By PAULA DONEMAN
and MICHAEL WARE

POLICE Commissioner Jim

O'Sullivan has ordered an

investigation into the contro-

versial Men’s Rights Agency
following evidence uncovered
by The Courier-Mail.

The MRA, a family law
action group, arranges for pri-
vate investigators to hunt
down members’ wives who are
hiding in women’s refuges un-
der the protection of domestic-
violence orders.

Mr O’Sullivan said he was
extremely concerned that
women in domestic-violence
situations may have been put
in further danger.

The Courier-Mail’s seven-
month investigation also re-
vealed the MRA tried to use a
private detective to spy on
Family Services Minister Kev
Lingard in a futile bid to estab-
lish he was having an affair.

Mr O'Sullivan yesterday said
he was concerned at the bona
fides of the MRA, which is run
by co-founders Reg and Sue
Price from Bethaniz, near
Beenleigh.

MRA northern co-ordinator:
Keith Shew, who would take
over the organisation’s opera-
tions in the Prices’ absence, is
a convicted gun runner and
drug trafficker with a history
of violence and psychiatric
instability.

4 Mr O’Sullivan said he has
already briefed senior police
‘officers to have a “very close

+'look” at the MRA.

1" He said the officers were told
!/ to particularly investigate the

organisation over any
breaches of the state’s domes-
tic-violence legislation.

Mr O’Sullivan said he re-
garded the Queensland Police
Service as the Australian lead-
er in its administration of
domestic-violence legislation
and was deeply concerned
about the evidence uncovered
by The Courier-Mail.

The officers will also exam-

JIM O’Sullivan

gard over his failure to provide
funding to the organisation —
a private company whose sole
directors and shareholders are
the Prices — after the MRA
believed he had failed to
honour a letter offering to con-
sider any funding application.

Mr Lingard said last week he
never intended to fund the
MRA because of a “personal
value judgment' about Mrs
Price's aggressive nature and
because the MRA was a private
organisation.

The MRA's activities were
referred to Mr O'Sullivan last
week by Mr Lingard, in consul-
tation with Attorney-General
Denver Beanland. The State
Government is introducing
new domestic-violence legisla-
tion to further protect women.

All three MRA organisers
refused to respond yesterday
to the serious allegations
raised about their operation
and the apparent inconsisten-
cies in their answers to written
questions sent on their request
about the evidence uncovered.

The Prices said they had no
comment to make to this news-
paper and said they “found it

amazing that you would have !

the gall to ring up”.
r Shew also said he did not
fish to make any comment,
4Office for Women executive
irector Meredith Jackson
/Spid the State Government pre-
;§ented a briefing paper on the
impact of men’s advocacy on

ine the MRA's activities in rela-i f Bbused women to a federal/

tion to its request to have a pri-
vate investigator — placed in
the MRA by The Courier-Mail
— conduct video and audio
surveillance of Mr Lingard.
The baseless move was part
of a vendetta against Mr Lin-

;'fstate ministers’ conference
e
&

arlier this year,

l Ms Jackson said the minis-
ters were interested in good
family counselling groups for

, men. She said the MRA was

‘not one of them.

Coies - Maud

RECEPTIVE audience . . . Sue Price, who co-founded

Counsellors cla

By PAULA DONEMAN
and MICHAEL WARE

TWO counsellors of people
who commit domestic vio-
lence claim the Men’s Rights
Agency had a detrimental
effect on men seeking help
after family breakdowns.
A family care counsellor,
{‘ who wished to remain anony-
mous, said three of his clients
: who visited the Men’s Rights
1Agency said they felt they
:were being pushed to get in
touch with their anger rather
than getting help with rela-
tionship issues.

Five clients now seeing the
counsellor had raisec_l con-
cerns about their experiences
with the MRA and three gave
him permission to speak on
their behalf.

The counsellor said his cli-
ents, all domestic violence
perpetrators, felt despondent
after visiting the MRA.

They told the counsellor
they felt the MRA was encour-
aging them to “up the ante”.

“One guy was saying they
were giving information
about the fact you may lose
your children and another
guy was saying, in terms of
the domestic violence issue,
they (MRA) were saying, ‘You
may have to put a domestic
violence order on your part-
ner as well’,” the counsellor
said.

None of the counsellor’s cli-
ents said they had been vic-
tims of domestic violence.

The counsellor said the
MRA was “feeding the anger”
of its members and could cre-
ate an unsafe environment
for families, as well as harm-
ing the men concerned.

A domestic violence victim
said her life became more
difficult after her former
husband joined the MRA.
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'ECEPTIVE audience . .
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. Sue Price, who co-founded the Men’s Rights Agency with husband Reg.

Fervour as
co-founder
holds court

THE Men's Rights Agency meeting
have a familiar feel — much the sam
as an evangelistic bible gathering.

But instead of a preacher standin
before a receptive audience, at MR.
meetings it is co-founder Sue Pri
who holds the predominantly n
audience in thrall.

Only a few women can be see

 the audience :

On April 2, the MRA held its {
Brisbane meeting. In the hall at i.

‘Mt Gravatt Showground, there was a

atmosphere of expectation — an

., some apprehension.

During the day, rumours ha
spread of a possible confroatation
the meeting involving rroups wh
had clashed philosoph cally with
MRA in the past. But the disser
failed to appear, although Keith S
kept a constant vigil.

During the meeting, the support.
listened intently to Mrs Price’s rhe
oric. Using a whiteboard, she took tk
audience through the history of th
laws affecting broken families.

Her fervour carried the audienc
some of whom interjected with err
tional outbursts.

Supportive mumblings from ot:
in the crowd were immediately t:
up by Mrs Price who, with her :
band, Reg, and Mr Shew, shaped
discussion. ‘

Working as a team, they answer
questions from the floor and e:
pounded the group’s views.

She told the faithful that the Fami
Law Act was created to make divor
easy, but that it merely hampered cu
tody access and property settlemen

ounsellors claim agency fed ange.

' “He started using the ki
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They told the counsellor
they felt the MRA was encour-
aging them to “up the ante”.

“One guy was saying they
were giving information
about the fact you may lose
your children and another
guy was saying, in terms of
the domestic violence issue,
they (MRA) were saying, “You
may have to put a domestic
violence order on your part-
ner as well’,” the counsellor
said.

None of the counsellor’s cli-
ents said they had been vic-
tims of domestic violence.

The counsellor said the
MRA was “feeding the anger”
of its members and could cre-
ate an unsafe environment
for families, as well as harm-
ing the men concerned.

A domestic violence victim
said her life became more
difficult after her former
husband joined the MRA.

The woman’s husband

became even angrier after
their divorce and joined the
agency when she took out a
domestic violence order
against him, she said.

The woman alleged the
MRA encouraged her former
husband to cross-register a
domestic violence order, de-
spite her not being violent
towards him.

A Gold Coast-based psy-
chologist said all three of his

MRA that half of divorced
fathers never saw their
children.

Al] three men had domestic
violence orders against them.

One had the order taken
out against him after visiting
the MRA.

“He didn’t have a domestic
violence order to start with
and got one after he had seen
the MRA. I'm surprised if
they (MRA) hadn’t had any

domestic violence clients be-  influence,” he said.

came belligerent after seeing
the MRA and “did an almost
complete turnaround” in tak-
ing responsibility for their
actions.

Until their visit to the MRA,
they had been making prog-
ress in dealing with their vio-
lent behaviour, he said.

The psychologist, who de-
clined to be identified for se-
curity reasons, said all three
clients were “wound up” after
being allegedly told by the

Another of his clients who
isited the MRA at the end of
994 told the psychologist he
ould not accept responsibil-
ty for his violence.

| “They can become profes-
sional victims, which makes
them untreatable because
they won'’t take responsibility
for their violence,” he said.

“One client, who had custo-

dy of his children, became so
incensed after seeing them
(the MRA).
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the Men’s Rights Agency

with husband Reg.

Fervour as
co-founder
holds court

THE Men’s Rights Agency meetings
have a familiar feel — much the same
as an evangelistic bible gathering.
But instead of a preacher standing
before a receptive audience, at MRA

meetings it is co-founder Sue Price *

who holds the predominantly male
audience in thrall.

Only a few women can be seen in
the audience

On April 2, the MRA held its first
Brisbane meeting. In the hall at the
Mt Gravatt Showground, there was an
atmosphere of expectation — and

. some apprehension.

During the day, rumours had
spread of a possible confrontation at
the meeting involving groups which
had clashed philosophically with the
MRA in the past. But the dissenters
failed to appear, although Keith Shew
kept a constant vigil.

During the meeting, the supporters
listened intently to Mrs Price’s rhet-
oric. Using a whiteboard, she took the
audience through the history of the
laws affecting broken families.

Her fervour carried the audience,
some of whom interjected with emo-
tional outbursts.

Supportive mumblings from others
in the crowd were immediately taken
up by Mrs Price who, with her hus-
band, Reg, and Mr Shew, shaped the
discussion.

Working as a team, they answered
questions from the floor and ex-
pounded the group’s views.

She told the faithful that the Family
Law Act was created to make divorce
easy, but that it merely hampered cus-
tody access and property settlements.
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A domestic violence victim
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difficult after her former
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The woman’s husband

became : 'en angrier after
their divo:: ' and joined the
agency when :be took out a
domestic vic!:nce order
against him, she «:::d. '

The woman al::ged the
MRA encouraged her former
husband to cross-register a
domestic violence order, de-
spite her not being violent
towards him. -

A Gold Coast-based psy-
cchologist said all three of his
domestic violence clients be-
came belligeréent after-seeing
the MRA and “did an almost
comp]ete turnaround” in tak-
ing responsibility for their
actions.

Until their visit to the MRA,
they had been making prog-
ress in dealing with their vio-
lent behaviour, he said.

The psychologist, who de-
clined to be identified for se-
curity reasons, said all three
clients were “wound up” after
being allegedly told by the

MRA that half of divorced [ “He started using the kids

fathers never saw their
children.

All three men had domestic
violence orders against them.

One had the order taken
out against him after visiting
the MRA.

“He didn't have a domestic
violence order to start with
and got one after he had seen
the MRA. I'm surprised if
they (MRA) hadn’t had any
influence,” he said.

Another of his clients who
isited the MRA at the end of
994 told the psychologist he
ould not accept responsibil-
ty for his violence.

“They can become profes-
sional victims, which makes
them untreatable because
they won'’t take responsibility
for their violence,” he said.

“One client, who had custo-
dy of his children, became so
incensed after seeing them
(the MRA)

as a psychological football
and denying the mother ac-
cess because he was so fright-
ened that she would take
ithem away.”

Family support organisa-
tion Mercy Care executive di-
rector Mick Devlin said the
MRA did not accept that the
primary purpose of working
with men was to stop the vio-
lence.

Mr Devlin said the MRA
heeded to be accountable to
the community support sec-
tor that dealt with domestic

__violence.

“If they want any credibili-

~ ty with the sector, they have

to be accountable,” he said.
“In fact, they have shown to

date that their attitude is so.
anti-women and mysogynist
that there is no point to them
attending network meetings.

« “The sector wouldn't toler-
ate their attitude.”
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Lingard
moves on
MRA work

By PAULA DONEMAN
and MICHAEL WARE

IFAMILY Services Minister Kev Lin-
jgard has appointed a special investi-
gator to examine men’s support
groups.

The move follows evidence uncov-
ered by The Courier-Mail investiga-
tion into the controversial Men's
Rights Agency, a family law action
group which refers members to pri-
vate investigators to locate members’

ves in secret refuges.

" The investigator will look into fund-
ing arrangements and the perform-
i ance of eight men’s support groups.
i Mr Lingard said the appointment
| was to avoid the possibility of govern-
ment funding being supplied to a
group similar to the Men’s Rights
Agency.

Mr Lingard said on Saturday that
he would introduce new domestic vio-
lence legislation to prohibit the use of
private investigators to track down
women in refuges.

He also said he would be imple-
menting legislation to secure greater
protection of women’s shelters.

Opposition Family Services spokes-
woman Margaret Woodgate said she
would support any move by Mr Lin-
gard to improve the lives of domestic
violence victims and the security of
women’s shelters.

Mr Lingard has also asked his de-
partment to review the domestic vio-
lence order process, including putting
structures in place to assure men of
their children’s wellbeing.

Ben Pennings, a community worker
for the men’s support group, Men
Against Sexual Assault, welcomed the
appointment of the Family Services
Investigator.

Mr Pennings said MASA, which is
funded by the Brisbane City Council,
would apply for government funding.

The MRA's activities — exposed by
a seven-month investigation by The
Courier-Mail — were referred to the

- Police Commissioner by Mr Lingard,
in consultation with the Attorney-
General.

Police Commissioner Jim O’Sulli-
van yesterday ordered an investiga-
tion into the MRA saying he was
extremely concerned that women in
domestic violence situations may
have been put in further danger.

Clinics’ ads
‘misleading’

THREE clinics which treat male
impotency, including a branch in Mt
Gravatt in Brisbane’s southside, have

made misleading claims in national
sdvertisements -7
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