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Brandon University is located on Treaty 2 territory, the traditional territory of 
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DATES: June 12-14, 2019 

Keynote Speakers: Kim Anderson (Univ. of Guelph) and Rob Baldwin (Univ. of Guelph) 

Call for Papers: At the Boundaries of Ourselves: Masculinities & Decoloniality 

Building off of the innovative presentations and lectures given at the American Men’s Studies 
Association (AMSA) conference in March 2018 in Minneapolis, this conference seeks to push forward 
the field of Critical Studies of Men & Masculinities further. Last year the theme – ‘Bodies, Sexualities, 
Masculinities’ – addressed critical gaps in the field related to sex and sexualities and their connection to 
bodies. Similarly, this year’s conference looks to examine the holes in the field related to issues of space, 
borders, location, the interface of space and ontologies (urban, rural, remote... hipsters, lumbersexuals, 
farmers, but also masculinity, mental health and space), masculinity and dis-location (spatial and 
ephemeral: inclusion/exclusion i.e.), borders and migration, nation building colonial invasion, 
ontological hybridity and buttressing (whiteness, one-drop politics, mestizos...), colonialism, 
indigeneity, and the ways that these impact on men and masculinities globally. As part of this, AMSA is 
hosting its annual conference for the second time outside of the US at Brandon University in Canada.  

The conference explicitly brings together decoloniality (and colonialism) and critical studies of men and 
masculinities. We seek to ask some of the following questions: What types of masculinities come to the 
fore when starting from a decolonial (or postcolonial) lens? How 
does the incorporation of indigeneity and indigenous masculinities impact our conceptual tools, and 
what new tools, concepts, theories, and methods does it provide? In what ways has the whiteness of the 
field further marginalized insights from studies around colonialism and scholars of color and from the 
‘global south’? How do new forms of colonialism, border-making, and neoliberal forces challenge and 
change ways of being a man and the shapes of masculinities? In what ways do current paradigms of 
colonialism, decolonialism, and neoliberalism change, challenge, and alter the ways that individuals 
construct themselves, come into contact with one another, and relate with one another and groups?  

We encourage participants to think outside of current epistemic frameworks and to build dialogue 
between various fields and theories. This includes Decolonial Theory, Queer Theory, Critical Race 
Theory, Biopolitics, Crip Theory, Indigenous Studies Theory, and new theories of power.  



Seeking to encourage interdisciplinarity, the conference will particularly bridge the gaps between 
decolonial studies/theory and men and masculinity studies. This crossover will contribute richly to 
knowledge on the topic, and provide for unique and interesting dialogue amongst participants. This 
conference, then, hopes to build productively on a variety of theoretical paradigms and to push the field 
forward in thinking through decolonialism and the critical study of men and masculinities. The 
conference is open to a number of different types of sessions. We welcome submissions of individual 
papers, panels, and posters.  

PAPERS, PANELS, POSTERS & ARTWORK  

While we welcome papers, panels and posters on various aspects related to masculinities, decoloniality, 
and boundaries/borders, we are especially interested in papers, panels and posters that address the 
following themes:  

 Decolonizing Critical Studies of Men and Masculinities  

 Canada, Decolonization, and Men and Masculinities  

 Men & Development; Men in Development; and Development Aid and Masculinities  

 Indigenous, Native, and Aboriginal Masculinities  

 Migration, Men, and Masculinities  

 Critical Race Studies  

 Space and Masculinities  

 Borders, Boundaries, and Masculinities  

 Imperialism, Settler Colonialism, and Masculinities  

 Migration, Men, and Masculinities  

 Social Justice Movements and Global Politics  

 Decolonizing Theories of Gender and Sexuality  

 Therapy, Medicine, and Decolonizing Men and Masculinities  

While we strongly encourage submissions on the theme of the conference, there will also be sessions 
dedicated to broader topics related to the critical study of men and masculinities. Please feel free to 
submit abstracts that fit the broader remit of AMSA. We welcome contributions from all disciplines and 
traditions across the globe.  

Individual paper and poster abstracts should be 250-300 words Please also include 4-6 keywords. Panel 
proposals should include a 250 word abstract of the panel, and 150 word abstracts of all papers 
proposed. Abstracts must be submitted by February 15, 2019. 

Those who submit paper, poster, and panel proposals will be notified of the status of their submission 
by March 15, 2019. If your paper is not accepted, you may be offered the opportunity to present as a 
poster instead.  

************ 
Submit your Proposals to conferenceamsa@gmail.com. Please see deadlines below. There will be a call 
for applications for the Loren Frankel Scholarship to follow. Please consult the AMSA website for 
further details.  
 
DEADLINE: February 15, 2019 NOTIFY DATE: March 15, 2019  
 
All individuals invited to present must register for the conference no later than April 15, 
2019. Failure to do so will result in removal from the conference program.  
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